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SHARING OUR GIFTS
Faith Mentor Program—Packet Four

Gazing tearfully at the manger's Christ Child the shepherd girl mourned, "What can |
give him, for | am so young? Others share gold, frankincense, and myrrh but | have only
my shepherd's staff!" Suddenly an angel appeared out of the night bathing the shepherd
girl in heavenly light. "Y ou bring the greatest gift of al,” said the angel. "Give him your
shepherd's staff and you give him yourself. That's the greatest gift anyone can share with
God or neighbor!" The shepherd girl's tears sparkled into joyful jewels as she beamed at
the divine discovery that she indeed had a most precious gift to share. At the manger's
side she laid her shepherd's staff among the many other gifts people shared that holy
night. Asif to say "thank you," the Christ child reached up and took hold of it. The an-
gels sang, praising God for the sharing of gifts! Legend hasit that as Jesus went from
town to village teaching, healing, and calling people into God's Kingdom he carried a
small shepherd's staff; a symbol of who he was, and areminder of his greatest childhood
friend, the shepherd girl who shared her gift.

PACKET INSTRUCTIONS
This activity has four parts, three activities and an evaluation. Each activity hasits own
set of instructions. Hereis an overview of the packet.

Activity Oneis DISCOVERING OUR GIFTS. Thisactivity is to be done at home be-
fore you and your partner come together to do Activity Three. In this activity you will
do abrief Bible Study and an assessment of your gifts and your partner's gifts.

Activity Two isSHARING OUR GIFTS. This activity is also to done at home before
you meet with your partner. In this activity you commit yourself to sharing your gifts
with Christ's Church.

Activity Threeis DISCUSSING OUR GIFTS. For this activity you and your partner
should meet together in a quiet place. Bring your work from Activity one. In this activ-
ity you will share and discuss your thoughts, feelings questions from Activity One.

THIS MENTOR PROGRAM WAS WRITTEN AND CREATED BY DAVE NERDIG AND MARK SALINE AND IS TO BE USED ONLY WITH THE WRITTEN PER-
MISSION OF THE AUTHORS. FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE WRITE: DAVE NERDIG, 4711 148TH STREET, URBANDALE, IOWA 50323
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Activity One
DISCOVERING OUR GIFTS

Directions: Activity One has four parts. Each part hasits own directions. Complete Ac-
tivity One on your own before you meet with your partner.

Part |
The Gifts God GivesYou and Me

Directions: Read the following Bible verses and after reflection on them answer the
guestions. Be prepared to share your responses with your partner.

Timothy was a young minister in the Greek city of Ephesus. The community he
served was riddled with problems. There were people pretending to be teachers who
didn't know what they were talking about. There were others twisting the scriptures
to support fanciful theologies who didn't agree with the teachings of Jesus. There
were little cliques within the community spending all their time in worthless argu-
ments centered around meaningless topics. Things were so bad that Timothy was
considering leaving. He sent aletter to Paul, asking him what he thought he should
do. Paul sent back two letters (I and Il Timothy) telling him to hang in there. He told
Timothy that God had given him just the right gifts to do the job.

Read | Timothy 4:12-16 and 6: 20.
1. Fill inthe blanks:

"L et no one despise your but set the believers an

in speech, conduct, in love, in faith, and in purity.”

"Do not neglect the you have."

"Take heed to and to your
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*2. Do you think that people sometimes fail to see the gifts youth have?
Give an example.

Give an example that shows when someone has seen the gifts of youth.

*3. God gave Timothy the ability to teach. It was his gift. He was to use that gift for the
good of the community, even if some thought he was too young. Paul tells Timothy
that he needsto "guard his gift." By that he meant that he was to be careful not to
misuse his gift and that he was to develop his gift so that it would be even greater.
How do you guard your gifts? How do you keep from misusing them and try to de-
velop them?

4. Look up the following verses and make alist of some of the other gifts God givesto
us.

1 Corinthians 12:4-11

1. 5.
2. 6.
3. 7
4, 8



Activity One
Part |
"The Gifts| Seein Mysdlf"
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Directions: All of us have received gifts/strengths from God. Some of them are as spec-
tacular asthe gift of God's only son. Others are as everyday as the ability to thread a
needle or remember aname. The following form should help you identify some of the
specific gifts God has given you. Complete the form and be ready to shareit with

your partner.

Physical Abilitiesare God-given gifts. Underline the ways you use this gift. Circlethe

three you like best. Put a star next to the two you are best at.

coordination using tools canoeing speed/quickness
fishing stability hunting eye/hand coordination
cleaning dancing stamina building/constructing
balance strength sailing martia arts
hiking repairing specific sport(s)
OTHERS:

Intellectual Abilities are strengths from God. Complete as above.
math comparing foreign language grammar
trivia biology using logic concentrating
psychology writing chemistry physiology
history government problem solving memorizing
reading research computers business
observing speaking physics developing ideas
OTHERS:

Creative Abilities are gifts from God. Complete as above.
singing drawing woodworking inventing
acting poetry designing floral work
photography pottery fabric dancing
directing metal work creative writing improvising
graphicdesign  song writing painting playing an instrument
OTHERS:
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Community Skills. Some gifts God gives us are especially useful in relating to one an-
other or helping to build community. Underline the strengths you have. Put a star next
to the three you think are you greatest strengths.

listening patience explaining telling ajoke
negotiating teaching encouraging counseling
planning disciplining communicating leading
organizing cleaning up supervising loving

helping hospitality friendliness gentleness
kindness peacemaker welcoming caring

sharing attention to detail keep deadlines follow directions
teamwork taking risks see the big picture understanding
like to work in small groups or 1-on-1 prefer larger groups of people

OTHERS:

My greatest gifts. Many of the items listed in the categories above are activities. Peo-
ple who do well in these activities have devel oped some of the strengths God has given
them. Piano players develop the gift of hearing to know when a chord is harmonically
correct. Counselors develop the gift of listening so they can see through the confusion
of feelings. Reread your gift lists. Summarize below the five greatest gifts God has
given you. Note: if you find yourself naming activities try to look behind the activity to
the gifts that make you successful at the activity. To help you see your specific gifts, ask
yourself: WHAT you did, HOW you did it, and WHAT HAPPENED as a result.
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Activity One
Part 111
The Gifts Others Seein Me

Directions: Sometimes our greatest gifts are hidden from us. Sometimes it takes someone
el se to see those gifts and name them for us. Write your name in the blanks in ques-
tions one and two below. Have afamily member complete question one. Have afriend
complete question two. Ask each person to sign their response.

1. | am amember of 'sfamily. | think he/sheis a gifted person.
These are some of the gifts | thing God has given him/her.

Signed,

2. lamafriend of . | think he/she isa gifted person. These are
some of the gifts | think God has given him/her.

Signed,
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Activity One
Part IV
The Gifts| Seein You

Directions: It isdifficult work to identify our gifts but it is also important work. It is
easier to be all that God intends us to be when we recognize all that God has given
us. Now it isyour turn to help your partner recognize his’/herself as a gifted person.
Y ou met with your partner for several months. Y ou shared important parts of your
life with your partner. Perhaps you have come to know your partner in away few
others do. Use the space below to describe your partner's gifts. Put your partner's
name in the space. Write a paragraph describing your partner's gifts. Sign your
name. Be prepared to share this with your partner.

, you are a person who has been given many gifts from God!

| see these giftsin you:

Signed,
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Activity Two
SHARING MY GIFTS

Directions: When you receive a present from someone it is appropriate to respond by giv-
ing your thanks and appreciation. The purpose of this activity isto respond to the gifts
God has given you by sharing your strengths with others. Christians call this thanks-
giving—giving to God out of thanks for what He gave us. We also call gift sharing
stewardship. Webster’ s Dictionary defines stewardship as “careful & responsible man-
agement of something entrusted to [your] care (i.e. your talents and dollars).”

All Christians are called to be good stewards of God' s world. There are two partsto
this activity. Part 1 gives you a chance to offer your strengths by completing aMinis-
try Opportunities form. Part 2 allows you to offer a portion of the monetary gifts God
has given you by making a personal pledge for financial support to your congregation.

Part |
Using My Giftsand Abilities

Enclosed with this packet you will find a Ministry Opportunities form. Thisform listsa
variety of ways you can participate in the ministry of your congregation. The ministries
are divided into avariety of ministry areas within the church (such as Worship, Fellow-
ship, Youth, etc.). We also want to support you in your Monday-Saturday life. Be sure to
include those activities that you participate in outside the congregation. Read through the
opportunities available and mark the ways you would like to use your strengths. Don't be
modest. God wants and expects us to use what He has given. There are lots of ways you
can make your particular gifts available. If you have questions about any of the ministries,
call Pam Larson (Sharing the Ministry Director ), Angie, or one of the pastors, .

Please turn in your completed Ministry Opportunities Form with your packet
evaluation.

Note: If you have completed a Ministry Opportunities form recently, it will also bein-
cluded with your packet. Please review this form before you complete the new form.
When you have completed the new form you may discard the old one.
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Part 11
Using My Financial Resour ces

Directions: Just as we offer our strength gifts we can respond to the monetary gifts God
has given each of us. It takes planning to be good stewards of our financial re-
sources. To help plan the ministries and programs Faith will be able to offer, con-
firmed members can state their anticipated $ contributions. Put an "X" in front of the
responses that describe your financial giving plan for the next year. Do not place
dollar or percentage amountson thisform.

| plan to contribute to my congregation's ministry (check no more than one):
A satpecentageof myincome A set amount of my income
| plan to contribute to my congregation's ministry (check no more than one):
___ Onaweekly basis _______Onamonthly basis
In order to help my congregation be responsible in its planning:
I will complete an Estimate of Giving card indicating my giving plan, so that

my church can make plans to wisely use my gifts.

Note: An Estimate of Giving card has been enclosed with this packet. |F Y OU
CHOOSE to complete an Estimate of Giving card you may placeit in a sealed enve-
lopeand return it with your Ministry Opportunitiesform and your packet evalua-
tion. Please note, you do not need to share the information on your commitment card
with your partner.

BE SURE TO BRING ACTIVITY TWO TO YOUR MEETING WITH YOUR
PARTNER!
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Activity Three
DISCUSSING OUR GIFTS

Directions: Activity Threeisto be completed together with your partner. Y ou will need
to complete Activities 1 and 2 before you meet with your partner. Meet in a place
where you can have a comfortable discussion with your partner. Use the items below
to guide your discussion.

1. Discuss questions *2 and *3 of Activity One, Part One The Gifts God Givesto
You and Me.

2. Share your responses to Activity One, Part Two The Gifts| Seein Mysdlf with
the mentor going first.

3. Share your responsesto Activity One, Part Three The Gifts Others Seein Me
with the mentor going first.

4. Share your responsesto Activity One, Part Four The Gifts| Seein You with the
mentor going first.

5. Discussthe ways you choseto servein Activity Two, Part One Using My Gifts
and Abilities with the mentor going first.

6. Discussyour giving plan from Activity Two, Part Two Using My Financial Re-
sour ces with the mentor going first. DOLLAR AMOUNTSAND PERCENT-
AGE FIGURES NEED NOT BE SHARED.

7. Read The Gift together and use the discussion questions to discuss it.

11



Packet Four

12

The Gift

Martasat in her rocking chair, staring out the window. The room was silent except for
the crackling of the fire and the clicking of her knitting needles. The cat jumped on to
the sill of the window to see what it was that Marta was staring at, but there was nothing
there. The window was only the frame for Marta's thoughts. She laughed at the cat's cu-
riosity and addressed her question to her. "Well, cat, what shall this old woman give to
the King?' Reaching into her upholstered bag she pulled another span of yarn from its
ball. "If only | had a beautiful voice like Golda, I'd sing him one of those ballads he
loves; but a bullfrog makes alovelier sound than me.

She held up the scarf to seeif the last row of knitting was straight. The woolen rows
marched evenly across the maple needles. A deep luster from 100 years of use made the
needles glow. Her grandfather had turned them for her grandmother. Her grandmother
had given them to Marta's mother and Marta's mother had passed them on to Marta.
Along with the needles had been passed the art of knitting. On a hundred winter eve-
nings she had |earned the incantations of the skill. "one, knit two, purl one..." The words
were no longer in her head but had found their way to her heart and fingers.

"If | had aclever eye like Jacob," she told the cat, "I would carve the king a golden finch
of the sort he tries to entice into his garden with those tiny seeds. But my eyeis not
clever and my hands are better made for forks than for knives."

She pulled another length of yarn free from the ball and ran her fingers over the strand.
It was not soft and beautiful like the expensive yarn she had seen at thefair. It was only
the coarse, unevenly spun yarn made of the wool from the ewes the king's family had
given Marta's family years ago.

"If only I could work the magic with flour that Rebecca and Simon do. Or the wonders
with stone that Caleb does. But, my curious friend, tomorrow is the day and my hands
areempty.” The yarn slid over her index finger as the finger expertly circled the tip of
the needle.

The sun set. The needles clicked. Martafell asleep in the old creaking rocker.
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The air was clear and crisp as the next day's sunlight lit the foggy breath of the crowd. The
ceremony in which the gifts were given to the King was over. The streets were nearly
filled as the entire village listened to the trumpets that announced the departure of the
King. To the left of the King five women and a small boy stood holding the gifts that had
been presented. The child stood frightened and nearly blue with the cold. He watched six
men lift the litter that carried the king upon his throne. The women fell in line in front of
the litter. The boy followed, between the women and the litter. He carried a pair of satin
shoes on a plush velvet pillow. The child looked even more frail as he stood in shivering
contrast to the burly litter carriers.

The procession moved afew paces and paused directly in front of Marta. There, it waited
as the remaining soldiers mounted their horses. Marta's uphol stered bag hung comfortably
in the crook of her elbow. She watched the king intently. He looked so regal and kind as
he waited. Martafelt even sadder that she had nothing to give. She looked at every detail
of the procession stalled before her, wanting to remember everything. It was then that her
eyes fell upon the poor little gift bearer. When she saw him standing there cold and trem-
bling, she frowned.

Marta neither thought nor spoke. Before the guard could stop her she was kneeling next to
the child. She pulled the knitted hat from her head, and with grand-motherly expertise,
placed it on the child's head. She reached deep into the upholstered bag and produced the
newly knitted scarf. With akiss, she placed the scarf warmly around the child's neck.

The King laughed as he watched Marta's absent-minded caring. "Marta, is that you? |
wondered if | would be blest with some of the magic of your hands."”

Marta blushed when she realized that she had come to the king's attention. And here he
was asking for a gift and she had nothing to give. She felt every eye upon her. "Forgive
me, your Majesty, but | have come empty handed. | have no gift to offer.”

With this the king burst out in full laughter. "Oh Marta, what nonsense you speak. I've
never known your hand to be either idle or empty. Look at this young child, Marta. Look
what you have given him. Don't you know that a gift to any one of my subjectsis agift to
me? My father was not foolish when he gave your family those ewes. He knew one day
his gift would be returned. Today his generosity has been rewarded with your love toward

13
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this child. When | return you will come and eat at my table and we will discuss a new
spinning wheel for your home. Who knows what kind of miracles awoman with your
strengths could produce with the finely spun yarn from a new wheel. Now, | must be on
my way. Thank you for the gift of your hands and heart, my dear Marta. Y ou have
richly blessed my kingdom."

With that the King pulled arose from the bouquet that had been presented to him and
handed it to Marta. Marta bowed and stepped out of the way of the procession. The
King nodded at the child and the child turned and bowed toward Marta. Marta smiled
and returned the bow. The procession moved on. Marta began her journey home, feeling
doubly blessed by both the gift given and the gift received.
Discussion Questions:
What was Marta's gift? What was Marta's talent?
What had the King's family given Marta and how was the gift returned to them?

What did the King mean when he said, "...a gift to any one of my subjectsisa
gift to me?"

How is the relationship between the King and Marta similar to the relationship
between God and us?

What do you think the author meant by "Martafelt doubly blest by both the gift
given and the gift received?’

If you knew the King was coming tomorrow what gift would you give?

8. Complete the Evaluation.

9. Close with the Closing Wor ship.
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CLOSING WORSHIP

REFLECTION - Taketurns readi ng this to each other out loud:

Ephesians 2:10 says “We are God’ s work of art.” () It takes courage to be who God cre-
ated you to be, and yet it has always been in you. You don’t grow up to be, you grow into
being who you are. That discovery can be an exciting, life long adventure.

PRAY ER - Read together:

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of al things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives
to the care and redemption of al that you have made for the sake of him who gave himself
for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SPOKEN HYMN - Speak the hymn by alternating verses between you:

We Are An Offering
Worship & Praise 146

We lift our voices, We lift our hands, All that we have, All that we are,

We lift our lives up to you; All that we hope to be we give to you,
(together) We are an offering. (together) We giveto you.

Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, We lift our voices, We lift our hands,
Lord, use our lives, they are yours; We lift our lives up to you;

(together) We are an offering. (together) We are an offering.

PRAYER - Say together.

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us, our-
selves, our time and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

EXCHANGE OF BLESSINGS - Offer each other a closing gift by reading to each other:
(insert partner’s name) _thank you for sharing the great gift of yourself with methis
year. Theworld isricher for you being in it. Thanks for your time, your listening, your
care, your friendship, and your Christian witness. While the Mentor program will soon

end, | know our friendship will go on.

15
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Evaluation of Mentor Packet Four

Directions: The purpose of the evaluation isto help your congregation tailor these pack-
etsto better serve students and mentors. We read all of your comments and give
them serious consideration. Please complete this evaluation and return it tothe
church office.

1. Please comment on any of the following:

a. What did you enjoy most about this packet? Why?

b. What did you enjoy least about this packet? Why?

2. What did you learn about your gifts that you didn’t know before?

3. How long did your time together last?

4. If you could change one thing about the MENTOR PROGRAM what would it be?

5. What part of the MENTOR PROGRAM did you enjoy most? Why?

6. What part of the MENTOR PROGRAM did you enjoy least? Why?

16



