Faith Life

Faith Lutheran Church November/December 2009

Stewardship 2009
God’s Work. Our Hands.

God'sWork. Our Hands. is the tagline of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America. This year, those words form the
basis of our congregation’s Stewardship emphasis.

Stewardship Sunday is
November 15, 2009

Webelieveit al begins with God. God' s love. God' s grace. God’' s movement in our direction. We have
known the riches of God. That’s whereit all begins.

But it doesn't end there. God’ s work, overflowing into our hands, calls for aresponse from us.
The officia explanation of the tagline saysit well for al of us.

As Lutherans, we believe that when we serve our fellow human beings, we are doing God' s work —
spreading God' s love and compassion — with our hands. The tagline comes from this idea with inspira-
tion from a specific biblical passage in John 15:12: “ Love one another as| have loved you.”

It'stime for us to reflect on God’s Work. It’stime for us to give consideration to how we can use our
hands, our resources, our energy in response to that work.

Come and gather with us.

As Stewardship Sunday approaches, each household will receive aletter of invitation to make afinan-
cial commitment for 2010. We ask that you take the time to review the | etter, pray about making a finan-
cia commitment to Faith, then complete the card included with the letter that will serve as your commit-
ment of financial support of the mission at Faith.

On Sundays, November 1 and 8, members of Faith Lutheran Church will share their stories of God's
work in their lives and God' s work in our hands.

On November 15, Pastor Nerdig will center his sermon on the words of John15:12 and each of us will
have a chance to use our hands to respond to the love we have known.

God' swork. Our hands. It's a simple message but then sometimes the things that hold the most profound
meaning for us are beautifully simple.
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Children and Family Ministry

Mission Satement: Provide a dynamic, interactive experience to support our
children’ sjourney toward a mature Christian faith.

K.I.C.K.

Kids in Christ’s Kingdom
We arein our new classrooms and we just loveit.
Teachers can teach and be heard by every student. The
students have room to move around the classroom for
lessons as well as room for everyone to be seated at
tables. Thank you to al who helped with gifts of time
and finances! Without your gifts we would not have
such an awesome learning space to share God's word
with the children of Faith.

Speaking of new classrooms, if you have ventured
into the new classrooms you will notice very colorful
books of the Bible timelines on the wall in each
classroom. These wonderful Bible timelines were de-
signed especially for us by Sonja Nelson along time
member of Faith Lutheran Church. | did not ask her to
design them to be pretty wall hangings. They were
created as ateaching tool for the students to use each
week in their classrooms.

Each grade level from Kindergarten to Fifth grade has
atimeline in their room for their use each week. As
the students come in before the start of class, the shep-
herd will ask them Bible book trivia from the timeline
or in the younger grades may play eye spy with the
timeline. Once instruction begins, the teacher uses the
Bible timeline to review what was learned the week
before. Students volunteer to write the scripture from
the week before on a bookmark and attach it to the
Bible book timeline. It helps the visual |earnersto see
where in the Bible the scripture is located. For exam-
ple: “1 studied the story of Mosesin Exodus. | can see
on the timeline that Exodus isin the Old Testament.”
By the end of the K.I.C K. year the students will have
awonderful list of bookmarks on their timeline. Stu-
dents will see how much they have learned from
God’'s Living Word over the coarse of the year.

If you have yet to come down to Advent Hall to see
our new rooms, please come anytime. Watch the stu-
dents reading their Bibles, using their timelines, and
enjoying their new classroom. Y ou are always wel-
comel!

Mothers & Others
Are you a young mother who is looking
for ways to take time for yourself and interact
with other moms without constantly looking over
your shoulder to watch your children? Do you
miss having adult conversations?

Many young mothers are blessed with the opportunity

ever, these young
mothers feel isolated
from adultsin their
stay-at-home child
caring. They require
relational, recrea-

to stay at home full-
time or part-time to

raise and care for

their children. How- i

tional, and spiritual MTH ERS
nurturing and sup-

port. nurturing friends + faith in mothers

DTt Ee
www faithlc org

Faith Lutheran
Church is recogniz-
ing and rewarding these young mothers with a new
outreach small group to administer to their needs.
Mothers and Othersis a ministry of support for young
moms by providing a place, people, and a*“program”
to foster nurturing friendships while aso nurturing
faith in themselves.

Mothers and Others will meet the 1st and 3rd Friday
of the month from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Each meeting
will cover anew topic. The meetings will consist of
food, speakers, round table discussions, crafts, bible
devotions, music, and opening/closing prayers. Free
daycare will be provided in order for the momsto
fully engage in the social, learning, and nurturing en-
vironment.

The first meeting of Mothers and Others will be held
on Friday, November 6, from 9:30to 11:30 am. in
Advent Hall. Featured Speaker will be Tari Colby, a
freelance set designer for Meredith Publishing. She
will be sharing how to decorate for the holidays on a
budget!

Thetopic for the second meeting, held on Friday, No-
vember 20, will be cookie decorating. A baker from
Hy-Vee will demonstrate how to decorate cookies and
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Mothers and Others...continued from previous page

offer some pastry decorating tips.

If you wish to join us, please RSVP to Tina Tessier at
tinatessier @faithlc.org by November 1st.

“My heart took delight in all my work, and this

was the reward for all my labor”.
Ecclesiastes 2:10

Children’s Christmas Eve
Worship Service

Are you going to be here for Christmas Eve? We
are looking for families with primary and early ele-
mentary children who would be in town for our Chil-
dren’s Christmas Eve service at 3:00 p.m. Parents who
would like to read the scripture while their child takes
therole of one of the Nativity characters are needed,
along with parents and grandparents who can help
serve communion and usher. An older child with good
public reading skills who could join with their

younger sibling to read the story of the Candy Cane
together, is also needed. See an email to melindalit-
tler@faithlc.org about your family’ sinterest. Parts
will be assigned on afirst come, first served basis.
Thisisawonderful family service and it is even better
when we all come together to worship and praise the
birth of Emmanuel.

Pizza Ranch and Black Friday
Fundraisers

Thank you all who came and supported programming
at the Pizza Ranch in Waukee on September 21. We
were able to raise nearly $535 for K.I.C.K. programs;
and thank you to all those that were able to make it to
Valley West Mall’ s Black Friday costume sale fund-
raiser on October 9th. We received another check for
$185! A thank you to these wonderful business estab-
lishments for giving us such a generous opportunity,
and special thanksto our outstanding Children and
Family Ministry board for volunteering to organize
and carry out these fundraisers.

Seeds of Faith
Early Learning Center

Seeds of Faith’s New Classroom
“The Garden Room”

This year, the children of Seeds of Faith Preschool

have a brand new classroom. Due to Faith Lutheran's
newly constructed class-

‘ rooms, our playground was

.. moved last fall. Our new

location is sunnier, flatter,
& o and bigger. The Seeds of
¢ V Faith Teaching Team along
* Seeds of Faith @
early learning center
ments to our new outdoor
space to make it more than
just a playground. Now we consider the outdoor space

with the Preschool Board
decided to make improve-

an extension to our indoor classrooms. We have nick-

named it the Garden Room.

Our first steps were to make the Garden Room safe.
Last fall, we replaced our existing tiles with new tiles
that were thicker. The new tiles are made locally and
are eco-friendly, made from recycled tires. We also
replaced our fencing. Instead of two-inch mesh, we

upgraded to one-inch mesh in order to prevent our
little ones from climbing the fence. The fence and tiles
were designed to be handicapped accessible.

In order for our new classroom to live up to its name,
we next planned the garden. Many families made
plant donations from their own gardens at home. Each
of the seven classes planted a perennial in the garden
last spring. The preschoolers nurtured seedsin the
classroom windows that they then planted in the gar-
den. The three-year-old classes planted pumpkin seeds
in the spring that actually yielded a couple of pump-
kinsthisfall. The preschoolers are now busy planting
bulbs and harvesting seeds from the garden to plant
next spring.

Now we look to the future. What can we add to really
make the Garden Room unique? Currently, we arein
the planning stages of adding a permanent in-ground
sandbox, using railroad ties. We are also looking for
permanent storage, a gently used Play House, and tin
garbage can lids (amazingly the lids make great mu-
sic). The teaching team is also looking for waysto
teach the children about nature. If you have any gifts
to share or can help us with any of the above projects,
please contact Heidi LaBounty at 689-8334 or
seedsoffaith@faithlc.org.
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Youth Ministry

Mission Statement: To BUILD personal FAITH and responsibility

D>

To GROW in our experience of community and commitment

To EQUIP families and youth in the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ A

“...Can | Bring A Friend?’

Everyone wantsto be invited. It doesn’t matter if
you're 7, 17, or 70 years of age, each person has a
need to feel accepted and a desire to be invited. For
those of us who have found that acceptance and invi-
tation in Christ we are blessed. Our friends at Faith
help usto feel welcomed and join in worship or edu-
cation with us. Others are not always as comfortable
or interested in seeking out a church and joining. They
need to be invited. Inviting peopleis not always easy.
Perhaps we don't do it because of fear of rejection,
maybe we're afraid we'll be forced into areligious
debate, or it will change our relationship with that
person. Christ calls each of us to reach out and invite
people to fellowship and worship with us.

To illustrate this point we need to look at our youth.
Teenagers are wonderful evangelists. Not only do they
travel around the United States to spread the word of
Christ, but they constantly ask, “Can | bring afriend?”’
for nearly every event and activity they are involved
in. They are not afraid of asking friends to come to
church. In fact, they actually find more comfort in it.
We have added students to our Confirmation program
and their families to our new member classes by mem-
bers who brought them to a youth event. Our Senior
High Y outh Group has many regular youth who do
not belong to Faith, yet come every week. Attendance
grows at youth group because the youth invite their
friends or inactive members. In Peer Ministry classes,
teens are taught to become the inviter and not the per-
son who awaitsinvitation. Part of that training teaches
teensto start with fellowship activities. Invite some-
one to a concert, to a dinner with church friends, to
Y outh Sunday, craft night, or a ski trip. Then invite
them to a Bible study, confirmation, or Y outh Group.
In 1 Timothy 4:12 Paul reminds Timothy to be an
example:

“ Let no one despise your youth, but be an example

in word, conduct, love, spirit, faith, and purity.”
As adults we have alot to learn from their example.

The challengeto you is simple... to bring afriend.

Commit to inviting and bringing someone you know
to church this year. Help them to feel the acceptance
and invitation of Christ through you.

Youth and Family Ministry
Important Events:
Skillet/Hawk Nelson Concert - Faith will be taking a
group to the Skillet/Hawk Nelson concert at CY
Stephens Auditorium in Ames on Friday, November
13. We will leave church at 5:30 p.m.

Caring Conversation for both 6th and 7th grade and
8th and 9th grade education hours are at 8:45 and
10:00 am. on Sunday, November 8.

Confirmation Led Worship will be held on Sunday,
November 15, at 11:15 am.

9th grade Confirmation Retreat is Friday, Decem-
ber 4, to Saturday, December 5, at the YMCA Camp
in Boone.

6th and 7th Grade Fellowship
Explore your inner-artist at Glazed Expressions, a
do-it-yourself pottery studio. This event will be
held Friday, November 13, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Bring $20 to cover the studio fee and pottery. We
will meet at Glazed Expressions, located on Swan-
son Blvd. in Clive.
It®that holly jolly time of year. Help us celebrate
and serve at the 6th and 7th grade Christmas Party
and Service Project on Sunday, December 6, from
3:00 to 5:30 p.m. at the Gathering House.

8th and 9th Grade Fellowship
Roll out those sleeping bags, the 8th and 9th Grade
Lock-Inwill be held from 8:00 p.m. Friday, No-
vember 6, to 8:00 am. Saturday, November 7, at
the Gathering House. Cost is $5 per participant.
Rock On! I1t’s 8th and 9th grade fellowship at
“Climb lowa’ on Sunday, December 13, from
12:30 to 3:00 p.m. Meet by the church entryway.
More details coming soon.
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Faith Addresses Hunger —
Locally and Worldwide

To help focus attention to ongoing hunger issuesin
the world and in our community, Faith held a Hunger
Weekend event on October 3 and 4. Several individu-
als assisted in coordinating the event. Pastor Mark’s
message was about Jesus' charge to “feed” his sheep.
Ruth Cooperrider, Outreach and Evangelism Board
chair, shared her personal experiencesin dealing with
hunger issues as part of that message. She also put
together adisplay with information about the hunger
in lowaand in the world, and how the ELCA World
Hunger program works to combat hunger through
“relief, development, education, and advocacy” both
globally and locally. In response to an appeal
to contribute to the World Hunger program that week-
end, Faith members gave a special offering totaling
$1154.72.

Former Faith Pastor Diana Sickles coordinated and led
aspecia adult forum with a panel of expertsto dis-
cuss: Why food mattersto Faith? What is being done
to provide food security (nutritious food that is afford-
able, available and is grown in a way that sustains the
environment)? Members of the panel included: Sarai
Schnucker Rice, Steve EImore, Joan Fumetti, and Pas-
tor Diana.

A special thank you to everyone who attended the
forum. The presentation and questions were both in-
formative and thought-provoking. Out of the discus-
sion was an expressed desire for Faith to join in the
goal to eradicate childhood hunger in the greater Des
Moines area by the year 2015. This mirrors President
Obama'’ s pledge to fight to end child hunger by 2015
through his anti-poverty plan, as well as through ma-
jor commitments that build upon existing federal food
assistance programs.

Diana Sickles has expressed her willingness to work
with us at Faith towards achieving this challenging
goal. If you are interested in participating in this effort
or have ideas on how we may help to achieve this goal
(no matter how big or small), please contact Ruth Co-
operrider.

The children in the K.I.C.K. classes also were inspired
to think about and do something to fight hunger.
Melinda Littler, Director of Children and Family Min-
istry, planned an activity related to hunger, and ar-
ranged for the children to bring food items to be do-
nated to the Des Moines Area Religious Council’s
Emergency Food Pantry and to give their offer-

ings, which totaled $103.22, to the ELCA World Hun-

Outreach and Evangelism

ger Appeal. Thank you to the children for their gener-
osity and caring for hungry children around the
world.

In addition, a number of youths and adults from Faith,
led by Angie Larson, Director of Youth and Family
Ministry, participated inthe Des Moines Area Hunger
Hike held later in the day to raise money to be used
by various non-profit agencies and programs to help
aleviate hunger.

Faith Feeds the People
Members of Faith have directly and indirectly “fed the
people’ locally and worldwide by giving and partici-
pating in local Hunger-awareness events, and giving
globally through the ELCA’s World Hunger cam-
paign. A list of some of the events we have been able
to participate in follows.

The People of Faith:

contributed $6,000 to the Good Samaritan Fund
in the last 12 months

contributed $46,300 to the Des Moines Area Re-
ligious Council Food Pantry in 2004-2009

contributed $3,192 to Lutheran World Relief for
food in June 2009

- feed 8to 12 families per year in the Gathering
House with homemade hot meals

Gave $6,726 to the Hunger Hike over a 12-year
period

Home for Christmas
by Barbara Kramer
What will you look forward to this Christmas? Time
with family and friends, favorite songs, carols and
hymns, baking and decorating, exchanging Christmas
greetings and presents, worshipping with other Chris-
tians, or perhaps “going home.”

All of these seem exciting for most of us; however,
imagine if you were homeless — what would you have
to look forward to?

“While they were there, the time came for the
baby to be born, and she gave birth to her first-
born, a son. She wrapped him in clothsand
placed him in a manger, because there was no
room for themin theinn.” Luke 2:6-7 (NIV)

Do we ever think of Mary and Joseph being homeless
at the time of Jesus' birth?

Outreach ...continued on page 6
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Outreach...continued from page 5

It was approximately six years ago that Faith made the
commitment to support and participate in an Outreach
Ministry in the Des Moines area, called the Interfaith
Hogpitality Network. IHN brings the faith community
together to help families regain their housing, their
independence, and their dignity. Thirteen congrega-
tionsin the DSM area have agreed to provide housing
and hospitality to homeless families. We aso have
pledged to provide monetary support for the agency.

[Jesus] “For | tell you the truth, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers of mine,
you did for me.” Matthew 25:40 (NIV)

Our first guests arrived at the Gathering House on
Nov. 28, 2004. Since that time, we have provided eve-
ning and overnight housing and hospitality to home-
less families for one week, four times ayear. There
are numerous success stories relating to our former
guests.

Once again the members of Faith will have the oppor-

for our families and volunteers.

“Share with God' s people who arein need. Prac-
tice hospitality.” Romans 12:13 (NIV)

Recently a family that volunteered to provide evening
hosting to our guests wrote:

P # 03 %

& ) * + i+ # ,

During the early weekends of December there will be
signup sheets for you to volunteer for specific tasks —
food, decorating, hosting, and cleaning the Gathering
House before and after our hosting event. Please

tunity to offer housing and food along with caring and
support to the homeless during the week of Sunday,
December 20 to Sunday, December 27. We are re-
questing that volunteers participate by providing food
or their time and talent for hospitality. If you are un-
ableto assist in this manner, we request your prayers

prayerfully consider how you might be able to assist
with your time and talent.

If you have questions, please contact Bob Shaw at
223-1773 or bnbshaw@hughes.net, or Barb Kramer at
987-3230 or bakramer99@hotmail.com.

Remember in Prayer

Those with health concerns

Dixie Manley Madelaine Stoen Hailey Zielinski Edna Hofreiter Gilbert Rannick
Jerry Criswell Al Thnen Grant Dusablon Trudy Heiman Beth Smith
Aimee Krug lone Van Dyke Steve Mullen Tommy Fischer Art Price
Katie Bertrand and Amber Bermingham  Kirk Schmeisser Jo Arendts Jennifer Lowright
baby MarissaKlein Lauren Ireland Rachel Cogil Ordale Frandle
Donna Wessendorf Jeff Jewell Sarah Reiss Bill Finnegan Mary Humphrey
James Ward Sheri Hansen Cindy Dolquist Travis Ibrahim Linda Hofreiter
Gib Eggen Leann Goebel Dave Eppert Roger Melaas Gloria Bjorklund
Chase Goreham Burdean Christ Jacob Thomas Edwina Switek Dale Goebel
Dwight Marshall Bruce Gibbs Julie Schneider Gerda Dierson Josh Dow
Susan Hanifen John Gugel Holly Bergo Reid Rhoads
Those serving in the military, including . . .

Michael Hubbard, Jr.  Terry Taylor Kyle Kactro Matt Sixta Justin Bopp

Arlan DeBlieck Dustin Spencer Alex Christ Grant Campbell Nathan Jensen

Johnny Taylor ChrisKactro Luke Friese Reid Wilson Christopher Johnson

Prayers ...continued on page 10
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November/December 2009 Calendar

Location Key

Adult Education Room—AER
Church Office—CO
Commons—C

Gathering House—GH
Hannah Hall—HH

Learning Center 1—LC1
Learning Center 2—LC2
Luther Library—LL

Music Room—MR

Adult Ministry Room—AMR
Messiah Hall—MH

Advent Hall—AH

Pastor Dave’s Study—DS
Pastor Mark’s Study—MS
St. Michael’s Hall—SMH
Sanctuary—S

Sunday, November 1
Remembrance of Saints
Presentation of Bibles to the Newly Baptized
8:45 Worship: Traditions of Faith
8:45 and 10:00 K.I.C.K. (Kidsin Christ’s
Kingdom) for Three-Y ear-Olds through
5th Graders (HH/AH)
8:45 and 10:00 6th and 7th Grade Education
(MH201/202)
8:45 and 10:00 8th and 9th Grade Education
(MH203)
8:45 and 10:00 Sr. High Bible Study
(MH204)
9:00 to 11:30 All Faith Breakfast (SMH)
10:00 Adult Education: Stick to the Text
(AMR)
10:00 Worship: Traditions of Faith
11:15 to 12:15 New Member Class (AMR)
11:15 Worship: Faith Today
1:00 to 5:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)
7:00 to 8:00 Cub Scout Parents Meeting
(AMR)

Monday, November 2
12:00 to 1:00 Al-Anon (GH)
1:00 to 3:00 Faith Knitters (AMR)
5:30 to 6:30 Al-Anon (GH)
5:30 to 6:30 TOPS (GH)
5:30 to 8:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)
6:30 to 8:00 Cub Scout Pack Meeting (SMH)
7:00 to 8:00 Boy Scouts (GH)
7:00 to 8:00 Love and Logic Parent Support
Group (AER)
7:00 to 9:00 Knitters (CO)

7:00 to 9:00 Books and Bites (AMR)

Tuesday, November 3

6:30 to 7:30 Men’s Breakfast Group (LL)

7:00 to 8:00 Polk County Polling Place (C)

9:00 to 10:30 Search and Serve Bible Study
(AMR)

1:00 to 3:00 Staff Meeting (CO)

6:30 to 8:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)

7:00 to 9:00 First Tuesday Women's Fellow-
ship at Judy Akre's home

Wednesday, November 4
6:30 to 7:30 AA (GH)

Friday, November 6
No Preschool

9:30 to 11:30 Friends of Ruth Bible Study
(AMR)
9:30 to 11:30 Mothers and Others (AH105)
12:00 to 1:00 AA (GH)
8:00 8th and 9th Grade Lock-in begins (GH)

Saturday, November 7

7:30 to 9:00 Faith Men’s Breakfast (SMH)

8:00 8th and 9th Grade Lock-in ends (GH)

5:00 Worship: Spirit of Faith and Reception
of New Members

11:30 to 1:00 Office Volunteers Lunch at Ban- Sunday, November 8

dand's
12:00 to 1:00 AA (GH)

3:00 to 5:00 Council Executive Committee
Meeting (CO)

5:15 to 6:00 Faith Feast (SMH)

5:30 to 6:15 Confirmation Singers (MR)

5:45 to 7:15 Nursery Open

6:00 to 7:00 Alleluia Choir for 1st through
3rd Graders (AH105)

6:00 to 7:00 Messiah Choir for 4th through
6th Graders (MR)

6:00 to 7:00 Foundations of Faith for PreKin-
dergartners (HH5/HH7)

6:00 to 7:00 Foundations of Faith for Kinder-
gartners (HH6/HHS8)

6:00 to 7:00 eXploring Our Strengths for 1st
and 2nd Graders (AH103/104)

6:00 to 7:00 Bestitudes for 3rd and 4th Grad-
ers (HH4)

6:00 to 7:00 Peers for 5th and 6th Graders
(AH102)

Reception of New Members

8:45 Worship: Traditions of Faith
8:45 and 10:00 K.I.C.K. (Kidsin Christ's
Kingdom) for Three-Y ear-Olds through
5th Graders (HH/AH)
and 10:00 6th and 7th Grade Education
(MH201/202)
and 10:00 8th and 9th Grade Education
(MH203)
and 10:00 Sr. High Bible Study
(MH204)
10:00 Adult Education: Stick to the Text
(AMR)
10:00 Worship: Traditions of Faith
11:15 Worship: Faith Today, Baptism and
Blessing of the Keys
1:00 to 5:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)
4:00 to 5:00 Cancer Support Group (AMR)
5:30 to 8:00 4-H (GH)

8:45

8:45

8:45

6:00 to 7:00 Confirmation for Adults (AMR) Monday, November 9

6:15 to 7:15 Rockin’ Faith Band Rehearsal
)

6:15 to 7:45 7th Grade Confirmation (GH)

6:15 to 7:45 8th Grade Confirmation
(MH203/204)

6:15 to 7:45 9th Grade Confirmation
(MH201/202)

6:30 to 7:30 Brass Quintet (DS)

7:30 to 9:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal (S)

7:30 to 9:00 Sr. High Y outh Group (GH)

Thursday, November 5

4:30 to 7:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)

5:30 to 6:30 AA (GH)

5:45 to 6:15 Centering Prayer (AER)

6:30 to 7:30 Baptism Orientation and Build-
ing Blocks Class (C)

6:30 to 7:30 Mother/Daughter Book Club
(LC1)

6:30 to 7:30 Brownies (AMR/Kitchen)

7:00 to 8:00 Jubilate Ringers (S)

7:00 to 8:00 Contemplative Outreach of Cen-
tral lowa (GH)

12:00 to 1:00 Al-Anon (GH)
1:00 to 3:00 Faith Knitters (AMR)
5:30 to 6:30 Al-Anon (GH)
5:30 to 6:30 TOPS (GH)
5:30 to 8:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)
6:00 to 7:30 Preschool Board Mesting
(MH201)
6:00 to 7:00 Stephen Ministers (MH203)
7:00 to 8:00 Boy Scouts (SMH)

Tuesday, November 10

6:30 to 7:30 Men’s Breakfast Group (LL)

9:00 to 10:30 Search and Serve Bible Study
(AMR)

1:00 to 3:00 Staff Meeting (CO)

1:00 to 3:00 Circle of Friends Bible Study
(AMR)

6:00 to 7:00 Council Meeting (AMR)

7:00 to 8:30 All Leader Meeting (SMH)

6:30 to 8:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)

Wednesday, November 11

6:30 t0 7:30 AA (GH)
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11:30 to 12:00 Preschool Teachers Meeting
(LL)
12:00 to 1:00 AA (GH)

5:15 to 6:00 Faith Feast (SMH)

5:30 to 6:15 Confirmation Singers (MR)

5:45 to 7:15 Nursery Open

6:00 to 7:00 Alleluia Choir for 1st through
3rd Graders (AH105)

6:00 to 7:00 Messiah Choir for 4th through
6th Graders (MR)

6:00 to 7:00 Foundations of Faith for PreKin-
dergartners (HH5/HH7)

6:00 to 7:00 Foundations of Faith for Kinder-
gartners (HH6/HHS8)

6:00 to 7:00 eXploring Our Strengths for 1st
and 2nd Graders (AH103/104)

6:00 to 7:00 Beatitudes for 3rd and 4th Grad-
ers (HH4)

6:00 to 7:00 Peersfor 5th and 6th Graders
(AH102)

6:00 to 7:00 Confirmation for Adults (AMR)

6:15 to 7:15 Rockin’ Faith Band Rehearsal
S

6:15 to 7:45 7th Grade Confirmation (GH)

6:15 to 7:45 8th Grade Confirmation
(MH203/204)

6:15 to 7:45 9th Grade Confirmation
(MH201/202)

6:30 to 7:30 Brass Quintet (DS)

7:30 to 9:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal (S)

7:30 to 9:00 Sr. High Y outh Group (GH)

Thursday, November 12
4:30 to 7:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)
5:30 to0 6:30 AA (GH)
5:45 to 6:15 Centering Prayer (AER)
6:00 to 8:30 Stephen Ministry Training
(SMH)
7:00 to 8:00 Jubilate Ringers (S)

Friday, November 13
9:30 to 11:30 Friends of Ruth Bible Study
(AMR)
12:00 to 1:00 AA (GH)
5:30 Skillet/Hawk Nelson Concert Departure
6:00 to 8:00 6th and 7th Grade Fellowship at
Glazed Expressions

Saturday, November 14
5:00 Worship: Spirit of Faith
6:30 Reggi€'s Sleepout

Sunday, November 15
Sewardship Sunday
Food Pantry Sunday
8:45 Worship: Traditions of Faith
8:45 and 10:00 K.I.C.K. (Kidsin Christ's
Kingdom) for Three-Y ear-Olds through
5th Graders (HH/AH)
8:45 and 10:00 6th and 7th Grade Education
(MH201/202)
8:45 and 10:00 8th and 9th Grade Education
(MH203)
8:45 and 10:00 Sr. High Bible Study
(MH204)
10:00 Adult Education: Stick to the Text
(AMR)
10:00 Worship: Traditions of Faith

11:15 Worship: Faith Today
1:00 to 5:00 Heartland Y outh Choair (GH)

Monday, November 16
12:00 to 1:00 Al-Anon (GH)
1:00 to 3:00 Faith Knitters (AMR)
5:30 to 6:30 Al-Anon (GH)
5:30 to0 6:30 TOPS (GH)
5:30 to 8:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)
6:30 to 8:30 Cooking Club at Mimi’s Café
7:00 to 8:00 Boy Scouts (SMH)
7:00 to 9:00 Faith Knitters (CO)

Tuesday, November 17
6:30 to 7:30 Men's Breakfast Group (LL)
9:00 to 10:30 Search and Serve Bible Study
(AMR)
1:00 to 3:00 Staff Meeting (CO)
6:30 to 8:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)

Wednesday, November 18
6:30 to 7:30 AA (GH)
11:00 to 1:00 Learn, Laugh and Lunch (SMH)
12:00 to 1:00 AA (GH)
5:15 to 6:00 Faith Feast (SMH)
5:30 to 6:15 Confirmation Singers (MR)
5:45 to 7:15 Nursery Open
6:00 to 7:00 Alleluia Choir for 1st through
3rd Graders (AH105)
6:00 to 7:00 Messiah Choir for 4th through
6th Graders (MR)
6:00 to 7:00 Foundations of Faith for PreKin-
dergartners (HH5/HH7)
6:00 to 7:00 Foundations of Faith for Kinder-
gartners (HH6/HHS8)
6:00 to 7:00 eXploring Our Strengths for 1st
and 2nd Graders (AH103/104)
6:00 to 7:00 Beatitudes for 3rd and 4th Grad-
ers (HH4)
6:00 to 7:00 Peers for 5th and 6th Graders
(AH102)
6:00 to 7:00 Confirmation for Adults (AMR)
6:15 to 7:15 Rockin' Faith Band Rehearsal
S
6:15 to 7:45 7th Grade Confirmation (GH)
6:15 to 7:45 8th Grade Confirmation
(MH203/204)
6:15 to 7:45 9th Grade Confirmation
(MH201/202)
6:30 to 7:30 Brass Quintet (DS)
7:30 to 9:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal (S)
7:30 to 9:00 Sr. High Y outh Group (GH)

Thursday, November 19
11:30 to 1:00 Out-to-Lunch Bunch at Lone
Star
4:30 to 7:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)
5:30 t0 6:30 AA (GH)
5:45 to 6:15 Centering Prayer (AER)
6:30 to 7:30 Creating Community Committee
(LL)
6:30 to 7:30 Brownies (AMR)
7:00 to 8:00 Jubilate Ringers (S)

Friday, November 20
9:00 to 3:00 Preschool Read-in (SMH)

9:30 to 11:30 Friends of Ruth Bible Study
(AMR)
9:30 to 11:30 Mothers and Others (AH105)
12:00 to 1:00 AA (GH)

Saturday, November 21
5:00 Worship: Spirit of Faith

Sunday, November 22
Lutheran Services in lowa Sunday
Adoption Sunday

8:45 Worship: Traditions of Faith

8:45 and 10:00 K.I.C.K. (Kidsin Christ's
Kingdom) for Three-Y ear-Olds through
5th Graders (HH/AH)
and 10:00 6th and 7th Grade Education
(MH201/202)
and 10:00 8th and 9th Grade Education
(MH203)
and 10:00 Sr. High Bible Study
(MH204)
Adult Education: Stick to the Text
(AMR)
Adult Education: Understanding Millen-
nials (SMH)
Worship: Traditions of Faith
Worship: Faith Today
to 5:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)

8:45
8:45
8:45
10:00
10:00
10:00

11:15
1:00

Monday, November 23

12:00 to 1:00 Al-Anon (GH)
1:00 to 3:00 Faith Knitters (AMR)
5:30 to 6:30 Al-Anon (GH)
5:30 t0 6:30 TOPS (GH)
5:30 to 8:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)
6:00 to 7:00 Stephen Ministers (MH203)
7:00 to 8:00 Boy Scouts (SMH)

Tuesday, November 24
6:30 to 7:30 Men's Breakfast Group (LL)
9:00 to 10:30 Search and Serve Bible Study
(AMR)
1:00 to 3:00 Staff Meeting (CO)
6:30 to 8:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)
7:00 to 8:00 Board Mestings (SMH)

Wednesday, November 25
6:30 to 7:30 AA (GH)
12:00 to 1:00 AA (GH)
No FAITH NIGHT
7:00 Thanksgiving Eve Worship

Thursday, November 26

Office Closed

11:00 to 4:00 St. Michael’s Hall Reserved
5:30 t0 6:30 AA (GH)

Friday, November 27
Office Closed
12:00 to 1:00 AA (GH)

Saturday, November 28
5:00 Worship: Spirit of Faith and Healing
Service

Sunday, November 29
Lutheran Servicesin lowa Sunday
8:45 Worship: Traditions of Faith and Heal-
ing Service
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10:00 Adventure Sunday (SMH)
10:00 Adult Education: Stick to the Text
(AMR)
10:00 Worship: Traditions of Faith and Heal-
ing Service
11:15 Worship: Faith Today and Healing Ser-
vice
1:00 to 5:00 Heartland Y outh Choair (GH)
6:30 to 7:30 Upper Elementary Book Club
(AMR)
7:00 to 8:00 Women's Divorce Support
Group (CO)
7:00 to 8:00 H.O.L.E. (Hanging Out, Laugh-
ing and Eating) Y outh Divorce Support
Group (GH)

Monday, November 30
12:00 to 1:00 Al-Anon (GH)
1:00 to 3:00 Faith Knitters (AMR)
5:30 to 6:30 Al-Anon (GH)
5:30 to 6:30 TOPS (GH)
5:30 to 8:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)
7:00 to 8:00 Boy Scouts (SMH)

Tuesday, December 1
6:30 to 7:30 Men's Breakfast Group (LL)
7:00 to 8:00 Polk County Polling Place (C)
9:00 to 10:30 Search and Serve Bible Study
(AMR)
12:00 Newsletter Deadline
1:00 to 3:00 Staff Meeting (CO)
6:30 to 8:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)
7:00 to 9:00 First Tuesday Women's Fellow-
ship
Wednesday, December 2
6:30 to 7:30 AA (GH)
11:30 to 1:00 Office Volunteers Lunch
12:00 to 1:00 AA (GH)
3:00 to 5:00 Council Executive Committee
Meeting (CO)
6:00 to 7:00 Alleluia Choir for 1st through
3rd Graders (AH105)
6:00 to 7:00 Messiah Choir for 4th through
6th Graders (MR)
6:00 to 7:00 Brass Quintet (DS)
6:00 to 7:00 Confirmation Small Group
Guides Meeting (AMR)
7:00 Advent Worship
7:30 to 8:00 Prayers Around the Manger
(AER)
7:30 to 9:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal (S)
7:30 to 9:00 Sr. High Y outh Group (GH)

Thursday, December 3
4:30 to 7:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)
5:30 t0 6:30 AA (GH)
5:45 to 6:15 Centering Prayer (AER)
6:30 to 7:30 Mother/Daughter Book Club

(LC1)

6:30 to 7:30 Brownies (AMR/Kitchen)
7:00 to 8:00 Jubilate Ringers (S)

Friday, December 4
9:30 to 11:30 Friends of Ruth Bible Study
(AMR)
9:30 to 11:30 Mothers and Others (AH105)

12:00 to 1:00 AA (GH)
6:00 9th Grade Confirmation Retreat Depar-
ture

Saturday, December 5
8:00 to 5:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)
9:00 to 12:00 Children’s Christmas Program
Rehearsal (S)
4:00 Confirmation Retreat Return
5:00 Worship: Spirit of Faith

Sunday, December 6
Lutheran Servicesin lowa Sunday
8:45 Worship: Traditions of Faith
8:45 and 10:00 K.I.C.K. (Kidsin Christ's
Kingdom) for Three-Y ear-Olds through
5th Graders (HH/AH)
8:45 and 10:00 6th and 7th Grade Education
(MH201/202)
8:45 and 10:00 8th and 9th Grade Education
(MH203)
8:45 and 10:00 Sr. High Bible Study
(MH204)
9:00 to 11:30 All Faith Breakfast (SMH)
10:00 Adult Education: Stick to the Text
(AMR)
10:00 Worship: Traditions of Faith
11:15 Worship: Faith Today
1:00 to 5:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)
3:00 to 5:00 Children’s Christmas Program
)
3:00 to 5:30 6th and 7th Grade Service Pro-
ject (GH)

Monday, December 7
12:00 to 1:00 Al-Anon (GH)
1:00 to 3:00 Faith Knitters (AMR)
5:30 to 6:30 Al-Anon (GH)
5:30 to 6:30 TOPS (GH)
5:30 to 8:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)
6:00 to 8:00 Children and Family Ministry
Cookie Exchange at Michelle Thomp-
son’s home
6:30 to 8:00 Cub Scout Pack Meeting (SMH)
7:00 to 8:00 Boy Scouts (GH)
7:00 to 8:00 Love and Logic Parent Support
Group (AER)
7:00 to 9:00 Knitters (CO)
7:00 to 9:00 Books and Bites (AMR)
Tuesday, December 8
6:30 to 7:30 Men's Breakfast Group (LL)
9:00 to 10:30 Search and Serve Bible Study
(AMR)
9:00 to 11:00 Newdletter Assemblers (SMH)
1:00 to 3:00 Circle of Friends Bible Study
(AMR)
1:00 to 3:00 Staff Meeting (CO)
6:30 to 8:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)
6:30 to 8:30 Council Meeting (AMR)

Wednesday, December 9
6:30 to 7:30 AA (GH)
12:00 to 1:00 AA (GH)
6:00 to 7:00 Alleluia Choir for 1st through
3rd Graders (AH105)

6:00 to 7:00 Messiah Choir for 4th through
6th Graders (MR)

6:00 to 7:00 Brass Quintet (DS)

7:00 Advent Worship

7:30 to 8:00 Prayers Around the Manger
(AER)

7:30 to 9:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal (S)

7:30 to 9:00 Sr. High Y outh Group (GH)

Thursday, December 10
4:30 to 7:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)
5:30 t0 6:30 AA (GH)
5:45 to 6:15 Centering Prayer (AER)
7:00 to 8:00 Jubilate Ringers (S)
7:00 to 9:00 Books and Bites (AMR)

Friday, December 11
9:30 to 11:30 Friends of Ruth Bible Study
(AMR)
12:00 to 1:00 AA (GH)

Saturday, December 12
10:00 to 12:00 Festival Choir Rehearsal (S)
5:00 Worship: Spirit of Faith

Sunday, December 13
8:45 Worship: Festival of Lessons and Carols
10:00 Adult Education: Stick to the Text
(AMR)
10:00 Worship: Festival of Lessons and Carols
11:15 Worship: Festival of Lessons and Carols
12:00 to 3:00 8th and 9th Grade Fellowship at
Climb lowa
1:00 to 5:00 Heartland Y outh Choair (GH)
4:00 to 5:00 Cancer Support Group (AMR)
5:30 to 8:00 4-H (GH)

Monday, December 14

12:00 to 1:00 Al-Anon (GH)
1:00 to 3:00 Faith Knitters (AMR)
5:30 to 6:30 Al-Anon (GH)
5:30 t0 6:30 TOPS (GH)
5:30 to 8:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)
6:00 to 7:30 Preschool Board Meeting
(MH201)
6:00 to 7:00 Stephen Ministers (MH203)
7:00 to 8:00 Boy Scouts (SMH)

Tuesday, December 15

6:30 to 7:30 Men's Breakfast Group (LL)

9:00 to 10:30 Search and Serve Bible Study
(AMR)

1:00 to 3:00 Staff Meeting (CO)

6:30 to 8:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)

7:00 to 8:00 Cub Scout Parents Meeting
(GH)

Wednesday, December 16
6:30 to 7:30 AA (GH)
11:00 to 1:00 Learn, Laugh and Lunch (SMH)
12:00 to 1:00 AA (GH)
6:00 to 7:00 Alleluia Choir for 1st through
3rd Graders (AH105)
6:00 to 7:00 Messiah Choir for 4th through
6th Graders (MR)
6:00 to 7:00 Brass Quintet (DS)
7:00 Advent Worship
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7:30 to 8:00 Prayers Around the Manger
(AER)

7:30 to 9:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal (S)

7:30 to 9:00 Sr. High Y outh Group (GH)

Thursday, December 17

11:30 to 1:00 Out-to-Lunch Bunch
4:30 to 7:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)
5:30 to0 6:30 AA (GH)
5:45 to 6:15 Centering Prayer (AER)
6:30 to 7:30 Brownies (AMR)

Friday, December 18
9:30 to 11:30 Friends of Ruth Bible Study
(AMR)
9:30 to 11:30 Mothers and Others (AH105)
12:00 to 1:00 AA (GH)

Saturday, December 19
5:00 Worship: Spirit of Faith

Sunday, December 20
Interfaith Hospitality Network
Food Pantry Sunday
8:45 Worship: Traditions of Faith
10:00 Adult Education: Stick to the Text
(AMR)
10:00 Worship: Traditions of Faith
11:15 Worship: Faith Today
1:00 to 5:00 Heartland Y outh Choir (GH)

Monday, December 21

Interfaith Hospitality Network

12:00 to 1:00 Al-Anon (GH)
1:00 to 3:00 Faith Knitters (AMR)
5:30 to 6:30 Al-Anon (MH201)

5:30 to 6:30 TOPS (MH203)
7:00 to 8:00 Boy Scouts (SMH)
7:00 to 9:00 Faith Knitters (CO)

Sunday, December 27
Interfaith Hospitality Network
8:45 Worship: Traditions of Faith
10:00 Worship: Traditions of Faith
11:15 Worship: Faith Today
6:30 to 7:30 Upper Elementary Book Club

Tuesday, December 22
Interfaith Hospitality Network
6:30 to 7:30 Men's Breakfast Group (LL)

. . . (AMR)
9:00 to 10:30 Search and Serve Bible Study 7:00 to 8:00 Women's Divorce Recovery
(AMR) Group (CO)

1:00 to 3:00 Staff Meeting (CO)

Wednesday, December 23
Interfaith Hospitality Network
6:30 to 7:30 AA (SMH)
12:00 to 1:00 AA (GH)
7:00 Advent Worship with Blue Christmas
7:30 to 8:00 Prayers Around the Manger
(AER)

Thursday, December 24 . .
. T 5:30 to 6:30 TOPS (GH)
Interfaith Hospitality Network ; ; 7
Office Closed 6:00 to 7:00 Stephen Ministers (MH203)
3:00 Children’s Christmas Eve Worship with  Tuesday, December 29
Baptism 6:30 to 7:30 Men's Breakfast Group (LL)
5:00 Christmas Eve Worship Wednesday, December 30

5:30 to 6:30 AA (MH203) . .
7:30 Christmas Eve Worship 12:38 :g Igg 22 Egn;

9:30 Christmas Eve Worship
Thursday, December 31

Office Closed
5:30 to0 6:30 AA (GH)

7:00 to 8:00 H.O.L.E. (Hanging Out, Laugh-
ing, Eating) Y outh Divorce Support
Group (GH)

Monday, December 28

12:00 to 1:00 Al-Anon (GH)
1:00 to 3:00 Faith Knitters (AMR)
5:30 to 6:30 Al-Anon (GH)

Friday, December 25
Interfaith Hospitality Network
Office Closed

9:30 Worship with Communion
12:00 to 1:00 AA (GH)

Saturday, December 26
Interfaith Hospitality Network
5:00 Worship: Spirit of Faith

Prayers ...continued from page 6

Those who celebrate

Marcy Card and Shane McCarty, married on August 22

Miriam Avery Pearce, daughter of Kevin and Kelly Pearce, baptized on August 22
OliviaNicole Bauer, daughter of Eric and Valerie Bauer, baptized on August 23
Erin Janson and Seth Kaiser, married on September 5

Megan McLeod and Josh Gustafson, married on September 19

Griffin Anderson Kastli, son of Sean and Jennifer Kastli, baptized on September 26
Brent and Emily Kell and their new baby daughter Norah Grace Kell

Kerri Salow and Tyler Hays, married on October 3

Jessica Witt and Eric McDonald, married on October 5

Hayden Curtis Anderson, son of Joel and Heather Anderson, baptized on October 11
Jessica Davis and David Hotchkiss, married on October 17

Those who mourn

Roger and Vicky Garrett, mourning the death of Roger’s aunt Neva Heckman

Don Kurth and family, mourning the death of Don’s daughter Karla Kurth

Greg and Annette Hayes, Mackenzie and Rylie, mourning the death of Annette’ s brother Jan Refle

Family and friends mourning the death of Waldo Bargmann

Tom and Jan Malicoat; Chad and Gina Wiltsey, Joseph and Isabel, al mourning the death of Jan’s father Joe Vir-

gillito

Harold and Linda Christ; Sis and Melissa Deuanephenh, Joseph and David, all mourning the death of Harold's

father Harold J. Christ

Lynn and Anne Lindaman, Lauren and Ben, mourning the death of Lynn’s mother Hulda Lindaman
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Bringing “Love Your Neighbor” into Action
through Lutheran Services in lowa

Matthew 22:37-40 quotes Jesus answer to the ques-

tion put to him,
“ Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in
the Law?”

Jesus replies,
“Lovethe Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind. Thisis
the first and greatest commandment. And the sec-
ondislikeit: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two
commandments.”
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We have in our community
one of lowa’s largest social
service agencies —L utheran
Servicesin lowa (LSI). It
adheres to the same Chris-
tian principles that we ad-
here to as L utherans — thus

Lutheran s
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the name L utheran Services.

What a great opportunity for us to practice the sec-
ond highest commandment the Lord gives us! In the
next two months, as Pastor Dave talks about in his
article on page 14, we will have a chance to do just
that — put “love your neighbor as yourself” into
action!

There is aplethora of opportunities, through LSI, to
provide gifts of money and time to our “neighbors’
in need:
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Many of our “neighbors’ are hoping to get some help
from Lutheran Servicesin lowa. That'sus! We are
being called upon to love our neighbors as oursel ves!
Y ou will have a chance to do that in November and
December. How will you respond?

For more information, contact Faith’s LSI
Ambassador, Vicky Garrett at 277-9654.
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Adult Education
Classes

Stressed or Blessed?

Soothing Holiday Family Stress
Sunday, November 1, 10:00 am. in St. Michael’s Hall
— A special adult educational offering with presenter
Ellie Olson, Mental Health Counselor, at 10:00 am. in
St. Michael’s Hall. We know we' re saved, but are we
sane?

Understanding the Millennial
Generation (18-28 Yr. Olds)

Please join us Sunday, November 22, at 10:00 am. in
St. Michael’s Hall for a special Adult Ed class where
we will take alook at how do ‘Millenials' think about
the world?...their values?...ways of relating?...ways of
receiving information?...faith and worship is-
sues? family issues?... and work issues? Each gen-
eration has particular ways of experiencing and relat-
ing to the world. How we understand each generation
determines how we relate and minister to and with
others across all generations. Valuing peopleisfirst
trying to understand them. Angie Larson, Director of
Y outh and Family Ministry, will be our class leader.

Isaiah: Visions of Promise
Join in on our Advent/Christmas Bible study this Ad-
vent season as we study and discuss Isaiah: Vision of
Promise. Thisinteractive video features key themesin
the readings of Isaiah, incorporating fine art and Bible
study. Sundays, December 6 through January 3, at
10:00 am. in the Adult Ministry room.

Stick to the Text
Brian Turner leads a study and discussion covering
biblical context, history, theology, and application to
modern day life. Discussions are every Sunday from
10:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the adult education room.

Confirmation for Adults
Adults of Faith: Could you pass confirmation today?
Wednesdays, from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m., Jerry Waage
will be facilitating a confirmation refresher course for
the adults of Faith. Why a confirmation class for
adults? Perhaps some of you grew up in a different
denomination. Or perhaps you memorized and then
forgot what you learned. Whatever the reason, come
join usfor achanceto learn and grow together. Meet
in the adult education room.

Adult Education and Ministry

Adult Ministry Events
and News

All Faith Breakfast Sunday
Jesus said “ Come and have breakfast”.
John 21:12

Mark your calendar for the first Sunday of every
month beginning Sunday, November 1, and join us for
some hot coffee, warm breakfast and fellowship at
the new “All Faith Breakfast Sunday” from 9:00 to
11:30 am. in St. Michael’sHall. The gang from
Learn, Laugh and Lunch will be hosting. A free-will
offering will be taken. Come meet your church
neighbor. Bring along a friend!

Prayers around the Manger
Mary treasured and pondered all these
wordsin her heart.
Luke 2:19

This Advent join us after our midweek worship ser-
vice for aquiet and meditative “circle prayer” called
“Prayers around the Manger”, a peaceful atmosphere
of candles, music and brief scripture readings, We'll
meet at 7:30 to 8:00 p.m. in the Adult Ed room each
Wednesday in Advent, beginning on December 2.

Blue Christmas Worship
Smeon said to Mary, “A sword will pierce
your own soul” .
Luke 2:35

Wednesday, December 23 at 7:00 p.m. Holiday blues,
sadness, grief, and remembrances of lost loved ones
are often a part of the holidays. Thisyear, in aspecial
part of our regular mid-week Advent worship on
Wednesday, December 23, we will remember — light
candles for, and read names of — loved ones who
have died. Please join usfor this very special service.

All Leaders Gathering

A gathering for small group leaders will be held Tues-
day, November 10, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in St. Mi-
chael’s Hall. Hosted by Council and Staff members,
the first of four quarterly gatherings will nurture and
equip you for small group ministry. Our topic for No-
vember is Sharing Our Stories, with Pastor Dave and
Pastor Mark presenting.

Adult Ed ...continued on next page
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Adult Ed ...continued from page 12

Calling All Men, All Ages
Jesus said “ Come and have breakfast.”
John 21:12

All men of Faith areinvited to join in breakfast,
prayer, and Bible discussion on Saturday, Novem-
ber 7, at 7:30 am. (ending a 9:00 am.) in St. Mi-
chael’sHall. A few good men of Faith have volun-
teered to set and serve the table where we will dine
and swap stories and prayer. Bring a friend or
neighbor! Please RSVP by calling Kala at 225-8334
or emailing her at kalazanoni @faithlc.org.

School of Ministry
The Center for Renewal and Grand View University
are hosting a School of Ministry on Monday, Novem-
ber 9. It will be held at the Rasmussen Center for
Community Advancement Professions, Classroom
120 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Cost for the event is $10
and can be paid at the door. The Rev. Dr. H. George
Anderson, a church historian and former presiding
bishop of the ELCA, will describe many answersto
the questions about Jesus that arose after the resurrec-
tion: Who was right? Who made the decisions?
“When Christianity Didn't Have a Bible” will shed
light on current discussion about authority and the
limits of theological differencesin the church. For
more information log on to www.renewingchurch.org

Diabetes Education
The Diabetes Education Center offers free monthly
programs from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. at lowa Lutheran
Hogpital, 700 East University, DM in Dining Rooms
A/B (behind the cafeteria). Planned program dates
and topics are: Tuesday, November 10 — Healthy
Mealsin a Hurry, Leader: Susan Klein, ISU Exten-
sion; and Tuesday, December 8 — Exercise for Life,
Not Just a New Year@ Resolution! Leader: Wellness
Department Staff, lowa Health Des Moines. For more
information, call 241-5074.

Learn, Laugh and Lunch
November: Come join us Wednesday, November 18
at 11:00 am. in St. Michael’s Hall. “Angels’ by Ruth
Hiddelson will be featured.

December: Join us on Wednesday, December 16, at
11:00 am. in St. Michael’s Hall as we celebrate the
holidays with a“Dickens Christmas’.

Watch Faith Weekly for more details and RSVP
deadlines.

Centering Prayer
We would love to have you join us for this special and
unique practice of Centering Prayer. Centering Prayer
can be described as a‘gentle letting go’ or a‘prayer of
consent’ by which we welcome the spirit of God to
work in us. By sitting in silence for a period of 20
minutes, we can remove ourselves from the distrac-
tions and chaos of everyday life and move toward a
deeper relationship with God. We invite you to join us
every Thursday evening in Pastor Mark’s office from
5:4510 6:15 p.m. to sharein aquiet time of ‘resting in
God'. You may contact Jan Stegeman at 556-5587 for
any questions or more information.

Cancer Support Group
Cancer Support Group will meet on Sunday, Novem-
ber 8, and Sunday, December 13. We will meet at our
regular time from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. in the church of -
fice. Jan Stegeman and Barbara Cavallin are the fa-
cilitators. Anyone who is dealing with cancer or hasa
friend or relative who is, is encouraged to come for
thisinspirational, compassionate, uplifting time of
devotion, information, sharing, caring and prayer.

The Lutheran
Pick up your copy of the latest issue of The Lutheran
today. You will find it at the Welcome Center in the
Commons. The featured topic of the upcoming
monthsis listed below:
November—Women of the church: How treatment of
women has changed over the years and the challenges
still posed by sexism.
December —Christianity® changing face: What are
today® L utheran theologians from the developing
world contributing to Christianity and Lutheranism?
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From the Pastor...

Dear family of Faith,

Grab some apple cider and put some cinnamon can-
diesinit. It'stime for usto think about some chil-
dren and some brothers and sisters who need our
help.

A few years ago, Lutheran Servicesin lowa (LS)
told us about some children in Ames, lowa, who
lived at the Beloit Residential Treatment center.
They clearly displayed both their needsand LSI’'s
ability to address those needs if we were willing to
help. We were willing. The result was a gift from the
members of Faith greater than $180,000. Today, a
wing of that treatment center bears our congrega-
tion’s name.

Today the economic climate is affecting all of God's
people, but it has created especially difficult times
for those already living in poverty. Unfortunately,
the number of peoplein this situation is growing and
thistragic trend is creating a higher demand for the
social services provided by Lutheran Servicesin
lowa.

Once again, Lutheran Servicesin lowa believes that
we can make a difference and continue service to all
through the love of Jesus Christ. It isin times of
darkness that God’ s unconditional love and our ser-
vices are needed most, and together, we can shine
brighter than ever.

Hereiswhat we can do.

During the end of November and the beginning of
December, LS is going to share their story with us
one moretime. You'll hear about everything that
they are still doing in our name. Their ministry is not
just among children. It reaches out to adults and
families as well. Now, more than ever before these
children, adults and families are hurting. | hope that
you will make every effort to come and hear their
stories through the brief temple talks they will share
at each of our worship services. Then on Sunday,
December 6th, Pastor Doug Johnson will be with us
to celebrate LS Sunday.

On LSl Sunday, December 6th, you will be able to
make a gift to help make real the love of Christ
across the state of lowa. Thanks to the generosity of
several donors, your dollars will go further in assist-
ing lowans in need through our $125,000 matching
gift opportunity. This amazing opportunity allows
LS to match all new and increased giftsin the
amount of $1 for every $2 raised.

If you have never givento LS before, or if you have
been considering giving again, thisis your opportu-
nity to make an even greater difference in the lives of
struggling children, families and individuals.

WEe've doneit before. | know that we can do it again.
Come and listen to the stories and then listen to the
spirit see how God moves you to make hislove real
in the world around us.

Your Partner in ministry,

gtor Dave Nerdig
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The Frst Weekend in Advent
November 28 and 29, 2009

Saturday 5:00 p.m.

Sunday 8:45a.m, 10:00 am and 11:15am

Wednesday Advent \Worship

December 2, 2009
7:00 p.m.

The Second Weekend in Advent

December 5, 2009
Saturday 5:00 p.m.
December 6, 2009

Sunday 8:45 a.m,, 10:00 am. and 11:15am.
Children's Christmas Program 3:00 p.m.

Wednesday Advent \Worship

December 9, 2009

7:00 p.m.

The Third Weekend in Advent

December 12 and 13, 2009

Festival of Lessons and Carols

Saturday 5:00 p.m.

Sunday 8:45a.m, 10:00 am and 11:15am

Wednesday Advent \Worship
December 16, 2009
7:00 p.m.

The Fourth Weekend in Advent

December 19 and 20, 2009

Saturday 5:00 p.m.

Sunday 8:45 a.m, 10:00a.m. and 11:15am.

Wednesday Advent Worship and Blue Christmas
December 23 2009
7:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve

Thursday, December 24, 2009

Children’s Worship with Communion 3:00 p.m.

Candlelight Worship with Communion 5:00 p.m.,
7:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

Christmas Day
Friday, December 25, 2009
Festival Worship with Communion 9:30 a.m.

The Frst Weekend after Christmas
December 26, 2009

Saturday 5:00 p.m.

December 27, 2009

Sunday 8:45a.m, 10:00 am and 11:15am

Worship Schedule: November and December

October 31
November 1

November 7
November 8

November 14
November 15

November 21
November 22

November 25

November 28
November 29

December 2

December 5
December 6

5:00p.m.
8:45 and 10:00am.
11:15am.

5:00p.m.
845 and 10:00am.
11:15am.

5:00p.m.
845 and 10:00am.
11:15am.

5:00p.m.
8:45 and 10:00am.
11:15am.

7:00p.m.

5:00p.m.
845and 10:00am.
11:15am.

7:00p.m.

5:00p.m.
8:45 and 10:00 am.
11:15am.

Spirit of Faith
Traditionsof Faith

Faith Today

Spirit of Faith
Traditionsof Faith

Faith Today

Spirit of Faith
Traditionsof Faith

Faith Today

Spirit of Faith
Traditionsof Faith

Faith Today
Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Spirit of Faith
Traditionsof Faith

Faith Today

Advent Worship Sarvice
Spirit of Faith
Traditionsof Faith

Faith Today

December 9 7:00pm.  Advent Worship Service
December 12 5:00pm. Fedivd of Lessons& Carols
December 13 845and10:00am.  Fedivd of Lessons& Carols
11:15am.  Fedivd of Lessons& Carals
December 16 7:00p.m.  Advent Worship Service
December 19 500pm.  Spiritof Faith
December 20 845and10:00am.  Traditionsof Faith
11:15am.  Fath Today
December 23 7:00pm.  Advent Worship Service
and Blue Chrismas
December 24 3:00pm.  Children’sChrismas Worship
5:00pm.  Christmas Eve Worship
7:30pm.  Christmas Eve Worship
9:30pm.  Christmas Eve Worship
December 25 9:30am.  ChrigmasMorning Worship
December 26 5:00pm.  Spiritof Faith
December 27 845and10:00am.  Traditionsof Faith
11:15am.  Fath Today
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4 Stephen Ministry \
ﬂ '\ Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep.”
John 21:16b
w w Stephen Ministry Leader:

Diane Penningroth 402-7704 )

) Faith’s Mission Statement \
2 A family of FAITH in Chrigt,
:70;-7 called to proclaim the FAITH,
EQ.* grow in FAITH, and live the FAITH.
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
k God’s work. Our hands.
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