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Faith Lutheran Church May 2009 

Small Group Ministry Conversations 

All Faith members are invited to an experience critical to 
our mission called Planting Seeds of Faith: Making Disci-
ples. Come join us in St. Michael's Hall for one or all of 
these events. Childcare will be provided at all three events. 
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·  Wednesday, Apr il 29, 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Meal provided (free-will offering)  

·  Thursday, Apr il 30, 6:30 to 9:00 p.m.    
Dessert provided 

·  Saturday, May 2, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Lunch provided (free-will offering) 

 
  
The Rev. Eileen Hanson from Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Lynnwood, Washington, will make presentations and fa-
cilitate discussion on mission-centered small groups whose 
purpose is to make disciples who hear God's call to 
move out in the community as well as to be in the church. 
Rev. Hanson is a small group “mission specialist”  whose 
passions and gifts have called her to work with entrepre-
neurial leaders in churches seeking to extend their mission 
into the wider community through relational evangelism.  
    Rev. Hanson is currently a co-pastor at a church almost 
identical in size and ministry to Faith Lutheran Church. 
Rev. Hanson was in banking and business prior to becom-
ing a pastor and is the mother of two children. Her hus-
band, Jeff, works for Boeing Corporation. 

 
 

Why is my husband, teen,  
uncle, co-worker, neighbor, and 
friend not interested in church?  
Is there anything I or my church  

can do to reach out to them? 
  

 How is it that large churches  
may have the seeds of decline  

sown into their  successes? 
  

 Is the purpose of the  
Church to ‘make members’                 

or to ‘make disciples’?  
   

  Instead of asking ‘How can 
we assimilate people into our  

church?’ , what about imagining 
how we can assimilate our   
church into people©s lives? 

  

  Why are mainline denominations, 
including Lutherans,  

dramatically declining in worship 
attendance and membership?   

Will this decline affect                 

Faith Lutheran Church?      n  

“  

”  
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Children and Family Ministry 
Mission Statement: Provide a dynamic, interactive experience to support our  
 children’s journey toward a mature Christian faith. 

Kindergarten Blessing Bowl Class 
Sunday, May 3, from 11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. at the 
Gathering House. This is a wonderful class offered to 
all Kindergarteners and their families who will receive 
a blessing bowl and learn how to use it. The Blessing 
Bowl is a wonderful tool to help families talk about 
how God has blessed their lives. Since each family 
member participates in using the Blessing Bowl, sib-
lings are welcome to come with the family. Childcare 
is not provided for this class. Please R.S.V.P. to 
kalazanoni@faithlc.org. by Friday, May 1, for this 
event. Note: Please park at Kmart and walk up the 
bridge to the Gathering House. The 104th entrance to 
our  parking lot will be under construction. 
 

Baptism and Building Blocks Class  
A Baptism and Building Blocks class will be held 
Thursday, May 7, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. If you are 

expecting or plan on having your child 
baptized at Faith Lutheran Church in 
the next couple of months, you will 
need to sign up for this class. One of the 
Pastors will go over the baptism proce-
dures and we’ ll also talk about how to 
create a home that teaches your very 

young child about God's love! Free childcare is pro-
vided. Please RSVP by sending Kala an email at 
kalazanoni@faithlc.org. 
 

Summer Camps at Faith 
Summer Camps at Faith will be offered August 3rd 
through the 7th. We have a wonderful staff of licensed 
teachers to work at the camp this year. We will be 
offering Art Camp and Science camp at various morn-
ing and afternoon times for ages Kindergarten to 5th 
grade. You should have received the registration form 
for the camps on April 10th via email. If you did not, 
please email kalazanoni@faithlc.org. to give her your 
correct email. You may also get the form at 
www.faithlc.org or the Welcome Center in the church 
Commons. Hurry, space is limited and will be filled 
on a first-come, first-served basis! 
 

Save the Date!! 
Mark your calendars right now for Sunday, July 26, 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. The Clive Aquatics pool has 
been booked! All of Faith’s Children and Family Min-
istry families—birth to 5th grade—will be able to en-
joy the entire aquatics center. We will have the kiddie 
pool available for our youngest members and the big 

shooting slide and lazy river available for our elemen-
tary students. You will hear more about it as time gets 
closer; just remember to invite friends! 
 

Vacation Bible Camp  
Registration forms were sent out via email for you to 
register your child for the June 8 though 12 
“Crocodile Dock”  Vacation Bible Camp. Hope John-
son and Heather Vacura have been doing a lot of plan-
ning in order for your children to have a wonderful 
experience. There are still a few volunteer spots avail-
able. Please check the list in the Commons to see if 
you can share your gifts that week. If you would like 
to purchase a VBC music CD ahead of time you can 
purchase one for $6 in the church office. 
(See article on next page for further details…) 
 

Program Review 
I have formed a program review committee to help 
gather and analyze the information you have or will be 
sharing with us. Brent Niland, Alan Muenzenmay, 
Kelli Punelli, and Laura Utter have agreed to help me 
with the review process. I will continue to have the 
suggestion board up in the Commons for those who 
like to write their ideas down. An online survey has 
been sent out to K.I.C.K. teachers and shepherds in 
order to get more specific program feedback. Please 
feel free to take a moment to share your feedback. By 
working together, we can create a strong and spiritu-
ally healthy Children and Family Ministries program.  

—Melinda Littler 
Director, Children and Family Ministry 
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Vacation Bible Camp 
Crocodile Dock: Where Fearless 

Kids Shine God’s Light 
 

June 8 through June 12 
9:00 a.m. to Noon 

  
VBC Updates 

Registration: Faith members with kids ages 
4 yrs. through 4th grade (2009-2010 school 
year) received registration information last 
month via email. Registration forms are also 
now available at the VBC table in the Com-
mons. Registration is due by May 17.  
 
Volunteers: Thanks to all who have already 
signed up to share their gifts with Faith’s children! 
We’re still looking for adult volunteers to run the 
sanctuary sound system, lead singing, assist in teach-
ing Bible stories, assist with teaching crafts, and help 
Hope and Heather coordinate crew leaders. We also 
need more crew leaders — a fun and important posi-
tion available for Faith members who are going into 
5th grade through college age. Sign up at the VBC 
table in the Commons or call Hope or Heather. 

Training dates: All adult volunteers should plan to 
attend the training meeting from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, May 9, in St. Michael’s Hall. All crew lead-

ers should plan to attend train-
ing from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 27, in St. 
Michael’s Hall.  
 
Decorating requests: To  
help transform a church into a 
swamp, Sonja Nelson and 
Susan Porter are looking for 
stuffed bayou-based animals 
(alligators, turtles, opos-
sum, and large in-
sects….but no thanks for 
the snakes).  

Also, we’ll need refrigerator-sized pieces of  card-
board pieces.   
 

For  more information, please contact this year ’s 
VBC co-directors:   

Hope Johnson 
hope.johnson@mchsi.com or 987-6700  

Heather Vacura  
havacura@yahoo.com or 225-4130 

New Scholarship Fund Created 
To address our nation’s current economic conditions, 

the Seeds of Faith preschool 
board has established a 
scholarship fund, effective 
for the start of the 2009-2010 
preschool year. At this time, 
partial and full scholarships 
are offered to qualifying Pre-
K students only. A typical 
Pre-K student’s family is 

responsible for $165-$245 per month in tuition fees. If 
you wish to contribute to the Seeds of Faith Scholar-
ship Fund, please contact Heidi LaBounty at 689-8334 
for more details. More information about the forma-
tion of this important scholarship fund will be featured 
in the next Faith Life issue. 
 

Ice Cream Social 
We will be celebrating the end of a successful pre-
school year on May 14. The annual Seeds of Faith Ice 
Cream Social is a special celebration to thank both the 
families and the teachers for all they have done for our 
preschool. Pastor Dave will be roasting hot dogs and 

Seeds of Faith  
Early Learning Center 

plenty of ice cream will be on hand to enjoy. This 
year, we will be celebrating the preschool's new gar-
den area. Each preschool class will contribute a class 
plant to the garden in addition to their own individual 
plantings. Festivities begin at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Seeds of Faith Preschool Open House 
Please join us on Sunday, May 17, from 8:45 to 11:00 
a.m. for an Open House. Seeds of Faith offers: A 
Christian Environment; Hands-on, Child-Centered 
Learning; Family Partnerships; and Creative Curricu-
lum®. Our Mission Statement: To inspire the growth 
of the whole child through faith, love, original learn-
ing experiences, and family partnerships. Please visit 
us at our Open House to find out what Faith’s pre-
school program has to offer your young child. 
  
Refer A Friend 

Be sure to pick up 
our new “referral 
cards”  that could 
earn you a pre-
school credit if your 
family refers a new 
family that enrolls a 
child into Seeds of 
Faith Preschool.  
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Youth Ministry 

Senior High Youth Group 
Join us for Senior High Youth Group each Wednesday 
night from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the Gathering House. 
Come have fun, hang out, and learn a bit about the 
Bible! 
 
 

Spring Clean Up? 
Are you in need of some help? We can clean up any-
thing...your yard, your garage, your house, move 
boxes, take things to Goodwill (or the youth’s Rum-
mage Sale — see below!)…You name it, we can do it!  
The youth attending the National Youth Gathering are 
available now through June 1st to help with any spring 
cleaning needs. A free-will offering to the youth for 
their services is all we ask of you. Your donations will 
help defray the cost of the July Youth Gathering in 
New Orleans for many of the kids. To sign up please 
contact  Judy Quick at 274-4365 or 
jquick@mchsi.com; or Angie Larson at angielar-
son@faithlc.org.  

 
 

Spring Cleaning?   
Donate Your Unused Items to the  

Youth Annual Rummage Sale 
This is a great time to get rid of all those unwanted 
items that just seem to clutter up your home. Need a 
good home for those great items and don't know what 
to do with them?  Why not donate them to the Youth’s 
Rummage Sale? We will be accepting donations on 
Thursday and Friday,  May 28 and 29, from 5:00 to 
8:00 p.m.  
       The Annual Rummage Sale will be Saturday, 
May 30, from 7:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Please help us 
by sorting your items before you bring them. Exam-

ple: games, women's clothes, 
men's clothes, kid's clothes, 
stuffed animals, etc..  (This 
will save us hours of sorting 
and labeling.)  When you drop 
off your items, we will have 
some of the youth here to help 
you find the right spot for your 
items.  The proceeds from this 

sale will help send the youth to the National Youth 
Gathering in New Orleans this summer. Thank you in 
advance.  
  
 

Mission Statement: To BUILD personal FAITH and responsibility 
 To GROW in our experience of community and commitment 
 To EQUIP families and youth in the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ 

Worlds of Fun 
Come join other Faith youth at Worlds of Fun in Kan-
sas City on Thursday, June 25.  We will leave church 
at 7:00 a.m., travel by charter bus, and return at mid-
night.  The cost is only $50 per person!  All students 
entering 7th grade through adults may come. Younger 
siblings are invited to come with accompanying par-
ents as well.  Sign up on the youth board now to re-
serve your spot...but hurry, only 54 available. 
 
 

Baccalaureate Service  
& Luncheon 

Graduates and Families: Come celebrate your depar-
ture from high school with worship and fellowship on 
Sunday, May 3! Please join us at the 11:15 a.m. ser-
vice of recognition for our seniors followed by food 
and fellowship in St. Michael’s Hall. 
 
 

H.O.L.E. Hang Out, Laugh, and Eat 
H.O.L.E. Hang Out, Laugh, and Eat (Youth Divorce 
Support Group) will continue to meet in May on Sun-
day nights from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Gathering 
House. 
 
 

Questions, concerns, or to volunteer with   
5th-8th grade events: 

please contact Melissa Dale at 210-0669 
or melissadale@faithlc.org  
9th-12th grade events: 

please contact Angie Larson at 225-8334 
or angielarson@faithlc.org 
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Announcements ...continued on page 8 

Announcements  
Good Samaritan Fund 

Please consider making a donation to the pastors’  
Good Samaritan fund, which goes to help people seek-
ing financial assistance. If you would like to contrib-
ute to this fund, you may write a check to Faith and 
write Good Samaritan on the memo line. Thank you! 
 

Dinner Group End-of-Year Gathering  
Our year-end gathering will be held Friday, May 15, 
at Mark and Elaine Bottleson’s home at 725 45th 
Street, West Des Moines.  Please bring an appetizer or 
dessert and your choice of beverage to share. Ques-
tions: please call Elaine Bottelson at 770-3806 or Jane 
Larson at 221-2381.  
 

 Centering Prayer  
We would love to have more of you join us for this 
special and unique practice of Centering Prayer. By 
sitting in silence for a period of 20 minutes, we can 
remove ourselves from the distractions and chaos of 
everyday life and move toward a deeper relationship 
with God—a gift to ourselves. This method of prayer 
is a movement beyond conversation with Christ to 
communion with Him. Please join us every Thursday 
evening in the adult education room from 5:45 to 6:30 
p.m. You may contact Jan Stegeman at 556-5587 for 
any questions or more information. 
 
 

The Diabetes Education Center  
The Diabetes Education Center offers free monthly 
programs from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. at Iowa Lutheran 
Hospital, 700 East University Ave, in dining rooms  
A/B (behind the cafeteria).  
       This month’s date and topic is: Tuesday, May 12 
—Getting Your Share of the Season©s Produce with 
Brian Smith, RD, LD, Clinical Dietitian, Iowa Health-
Des Moines 
       Next month’s program will be on Tuesday, June 
9—Who is at Risk for Eating Disorders:  What You 
Should Know, with Carrie Leiran, RN, LD Clinical 
Dietitian, Nutrition Center, Iowa Health - Des Moines 
   

The Lutheran Magazine 
In May, The Lutheran Magazine — which you may 
find a complimentary copy at our Welcome Center— 
will feature the following articles:  
• May cover story: Whatever happened to Sunday 
school? 
• Discover how to live with the reality of unemploy-
ment. Get tips for daily life, church life and faith life.  
• Learn how to take care of yourself and others during 

Contribution Reminder 
We have completed more than three-fourths of the 
2008-09 fiscal year and have both successes and chal-
lenges to report, financially. 
·  Contributions to date are approximately 8% less 

than planned 
·  Expenses have been carefully managed by staff and 

board chairs to a year-to-date level less than 
planned 

·   Nearly 70% of dollars pledged for Growing To-
gether, Building Faith have been contributed. 

As we near the end of this fiscal year, which ends 
June 30, we hope that you will continue to fulfill your 
pledges of financial support to benefit Faith’s mission 
in our community and the world.  Now more than 
ever, Christ’s ministries at Faith need our financial 
support. 

—Walking together in Christ’s ministry, 
Your Church Council 

 
Cancer Support Group 

Cancer Support Group will meet on Sunday, May 10,  
from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. in the church office. Jan Stege-
man and Barbara Cavallin are the facilitators. Anyone 
who is dealing with cancer or has a friend or relative 
who is, is encouraged to come for this inspirational, 
compassionate, uplifting time of devotion, informa-
tion, sharing, caring and prayer. 
 

Learn, Laugh & Lunch 
The May Learn, Laugh, and Lunch (LLL) will be held 
on Wednesday, May 27, in St. Michael’s Hall from 
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The annual Fish Fry with fish 
stories by Pastor Dave. Please call your reservations to 
Kala at 225-8334 or send her an email at 
kalazanoni@faithlc.org.  
  

New Church Council Officers Elected  
At the congregational meeting held Sunday, April 19,  
the following members were elected to serve on the 
Church Council for the 2009-2010 term: 

Vice President—Tom Penningroth 
Fellowship Board Chair—Matt Carnahan 
Finance Board Chair—Jon Heseman 
Outreach Board Chair—Ruth Cooperrider 
Personnel Board Chair—Debbie Noe 
Worship, Music and Arts Board Chair— Susan 

Petersen 
Youth and Family Ministries Board Chair— Mary 

Ellen Anderson 
Congratulations to all. Please be sure to thank them 
for their willingness to serve Faith in these leadership 
roles.  
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May 2009 Calendar Please be sure to check the website calendar for complete and  
up-to-date changes and additions!  WWW.FAITHLC.ORG 

See calendar  
on website 
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See calendar  
on website 
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Remember in Prayer 
Those with health concerns 

Beth Smith 
Greg Volgas 
Trevor Janes 
Jack Close 
Tommy Fischer 
Vi Munsch 
Marge Ramsey 
Dale Goebel 
Leann Goebel 
Jeff Jewell 

Tori Gedler 
Lauren Ireland 
Lon Larson 
Roger Melaas 
Lois Rannick 
Rachel Cogil 
Emma Waldal 
Susan Hanifen 
Grant Dusablon 
Art Price 

Richard Daberkow 
Madelaine Stoen 
Kirk Schmeisser 
Cassidee Snyder 
Ione Van Dyke 
Paula Bilo-Dickman 
Marshall Grabau 
Ann Shackelford 
Neva Heckman 
Skylar Coon 

Sheri Hansen 
Jane Foxhoven 
Bruce Gibbs 
Reid Rhoads 
Ordale Frandle 
Cindy Dolquist 
Gerda Dierson 
Bill Finnegan 
Jennifer Lowright 
Drew Heuberger 

Hailey Zielinski 
Karen Hoier 
Julie Robeson 
Edwina Switek 

·  Elizabeth Gaul and Ellie Gaul, daughters of Mike Gaul and Ann Taylor, received communion for the first time on 
March 22 

·  Bob Mitchell and Jan Burch, who have a new granddaughter Anica Marie Burch, born to Chris and Zora Burch 

Those who celebrate 

Reid Wilson 
Clint Russell 

Justin Bopp 
Nathan Jensen 

Christopher Johnson 

Those serving in the military, including . . . 

Those who mourn 

� � Tom and Judy Quick, Maddie and Niles, mourning the death of Judy’s aunt Priscilla Weber 
� � Michael Knight, mourning the death of his grandmother Alberta 
� � Craig and Joey Plummer, Grace and Riley, mourning the death of Joey’s grandfather Arnold Heuton 
� � Marilyn Petersen, mourning the death of her sister Marjorie Fishko 
� � Vince and Beth Basile, Nicole and Kelli, mourning the death of Beth’s mother Jane Willis 
� � Marj Lange, Melanie Anderson, Ben and Luke, mourning the death of sister-in-law and aunt Arlene Rasmussen 

Announcements...continued from page 5  

hard economic times. 
• See how one congregation recycles good from those 
who have died and gives them to those in need. 
• Ask: Is it a virtual sin to watch reality TV contest-
ants struggle? 
 

Kitchen Closing for Renovations 
The kitchen will be closing on June 15 for the dura-
tion of our construction. Volunteers are needed to 
come and help clean out the cupboards and drawers 
the weekend of June 13th and 14th. The cabinets  
(great for your garage or shed) will be given away to 
first-come, first served. If you are interested or have 
questions, please call Don Beck at 277-1915. 
 

Parking Lot Alert 
Until further notice (probably the first of June) the 
104th Street entrance and the north section of Faith's 
parking lot will be closed or have limited access dur-

ing weekdays. This entrance should be fully available 
with new concrete pavement by the start of Vacation 
Bible Camp week, Monday, June 8. On Sundays this 
will be available as best as possible, but it will be a 
rough and rocky road. There will be a period when 
this section will be completely closed for about two 
weeks to allow for the pouring of the new concrete 
driveway and parking lot and time for it to cure. We 
will be marking a turn-around lane just north of the 
island in front of the church entrance. Please keep this 
lane open at all times to allow for preschool and emer-
gency traffic. 

Summer Worship Hours 
Beginning on Memorial Day weekend, May 23 
and 24, we will be switching to our Summer 
Worship schedule of a 5:00 p.m. service on Sat-
urday night and two services on Sunday morning 
at 8:45 and 10:00 a.m.  
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The season of Easter  is here… 
He is r isen indeed!   

As we look ahead to warm weather,  flowers bloom-
ing and  once again the rebirth of the God’s great 
earth…may we be ever mindful of Christ’s gift of 
Himself on the cross and His resurrection!  It is good 
to be back with my Faith family after my leave of 
absence to take care of my mom.  I am looking for-
ward to seeing all of you again at church; you have 
been in my thoughts and prayers these past few 
months.                                                —Sherry Kocek 

Director of Music Ministries 
 

Thank You & Farewell to Janet Hanna 
Sunday, May 3, at the 8:45 and 10:00 services…. 
Thank You and Farewell to Janet Hanna, our interim 
Music Director. The Bell Choir has commissioned a 
beautiful hymn arrangement of Immortal, Invisible 
God Only Wise by John Behnke. The Sanctuary 
Choir will also be singing  and  Don Beck and Andy 
Peterson will be playing Vivaldi’s, Allegro and Fi-
nale.  We will also be having special refreshments 
between services….so come and thank Janet for her 
devotion to the music program and congregation. She 
is a blessing to Faith!  We wish her well in her new 
home in Pennsylvania. 

Worship, Music, and the Arts 
Summer Worship Schedule  

Please mark your calendars……We will begin our 
summer worship schedule this year on Memorial 
Day Weekend, May 23 and 24.  Worship on Saturday 
evenings will remain at 5:00 p.m. and Sunday services 
will be held at 8:45 and 10:00 a.m. We are looking for 
summer musicians and special music for all our ser-
vices throughout the upcoming months.  If you are 
interested in playing or singing during the summer 
months…please contact, Sherry at sherryko-
cek@faithlc.org. Faith’s services offer traditional to 
blended styles of worship and music, to tell the gospel 
story…so come out and join us! 
 

Adult Musician’s Spring Fling  
Annual Potluck  

Adult Musician’s Spring Fling Annual Potluck will be 
held on Wednesday, May 20, at 6:00 p.m. (Location to 
be announced.) All adult musicians who have offered 
their gifts of time and talents to the music program 
this past year are invited!  So, all sanctuary choir and 
bell choir members, Saturday night musicians, pian-
ists, Faith Today Team singers and instrumentalists, 
brass quintet and flute choir musicians, please come 
out with your spouses/significant others for a night of 
fun and celebration! 
 

Continuing Adult Education 
Adult Discovery  

Spring classes are held in Adult Ed Room  
Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m.  

 
May 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31—In God’s Name—A TV 
special featuring ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark Han-
son and eleven other world spiritual leaders. Bishop 

Hanson writes: “ This film is an invi-
tation to reflect upon what it means 
to live as Lutheran Christians in a 
world of many religions” . The pro-
gram, produced by Jules and Gedeon 
Naudet, aired on CBS, December 
2007. It features diverse and pro-
vocative perspectives on issues in 

our post-9/11 world, including the rise of terrorism, 
fanaticism, intolerance and war. 
 

Other Adult Educational  
Opportunities 

 
An Introduction to Select/Fisher©s 
Net Multimedia Resources 
A workshop for the laity will be pre-
sented on Monday evening, May 18, 
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at Prince of 
Peace, 2600 E Euclid, Des Moines. Members from 
all congregations are invited to attend this over-
view of the resources that Select has to offer to the 
Book of Faith Initiative and other Christian educa-
tion venues. This session will be especially helpful 
to paid and volunteer leaders in Christian Educa-
tion and gives a brief glimpse into online learning 
as a means of continuing education for lay leaders 
and those considering the Associate in Ministry 
roster of the ELCA.  
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Sharing the Ministry  
Get Your Groove On 

It seems like we hear every day that these are tough 
times. And they become more trying if we don’ t feel 

the movement of the Holy Spirit in our daily life. 

Some of us have lost our jobs and are questioning 

what’s next for us. Others of us are thankful we still 

have a job to go to every day, but feel something is 
lacking at the end of the day. Times like these bring 

with it many questions about who we are and where 

we fit in the world.  

 
As we struggle with finding a new fit or getting our 

groove back consider these three conversations neces-

sary in Christian life: 

 

Conversations with YOU  
Use this time to listen to your heart. Who has God 

made you to be? What are your deepest desires, yearn-

ings or passions? God has lit fires in you that blow in 

specific directions. Where is the Holy Spirit leading 
you? What gets you groovin’? Parker Palmer wrote in 

his little book, LET YOUR LIFE SPEAK: 

 Before I can tell my life what I want to do with it, 

I must listen to my life telling me who I am.  

1CORINTHIANS 7:17 says,  
However that may be, let each of you lead the life 

that the Lord has assigned, to which God called 

you. 

 

Conversations with GOD 
It always surprises me that I find comfort and answers 

in prayer and scripture. It shouldn’ t surprise me, but 

my humanity keeps me from going there first. It    

doesn’ t matter whether you pray while driving to your 
next event, as you workout or at the beginning and 

end of the day. However you pray, God will be there 

and hear you. Conversation with God will bring a 

peace we can find nowhere else. Martin Luther, in the 

Book of Concord, wrote  
God . . . wants you to lament and express your 

needs and concerns, not because he is unaware of 

them, but in order that you may kindle your heart 

to stronger and greater desires and open and 
spread your apron wide to receive many things. 

Take heart in these words from PSALM 66:19-20,  

But truly God has listened; he has given heed to 

the words of my prayer. Blessed be God, because 
he has not rejected my prayer or removed his 

steadfast love from me.  

 

Conversations with OTHERS 
God urges us to be in Christian life together. Christian 

community can help reveal God’s plan for us and 

bring comfort to a weary soul. God uses others to 

show us who we are and what He wants us to do. In 

his book, L IFE TOGETHER, Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote,  
God put this Word into the mouth of human beings 

so that it may be passed on to others. When people 

are deeply affected by the Word, they tell it to 

other people. God has willed that we should seek 

and find God’s living Word in the testimony of 
other Christians, in the mouths of human beings. 

Therefore, Christians need other Christians who 

speak God’s Word to them. They need them again 

and again when they become uncertain and dis-
heartened. 

And ROMANS 12:4-5 reminds us,  

For as in one body we have many members, and 

not all the members have the same function, so we, 

who are many, are one body in Christ, and indi-
vidually we are members one of another. 

 
Conversation is a two-way experience – listening and 

speaking. As you journey through these tough times, 
be in conversation with yourself, God and others. God 

will bless you in your struggles and give you peace.   
                                                                                                                                

—Pam Larson 
Sharing the Ministry Director 
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From the Pastor... 
Dear Family of Faith, 
 

Have a small cup of something warm and friendly.  

I want to talk with you about an opportunity to ex-
plore small groups and Christian discipleship. 
 
My family had a tradition of hanging around the din-
ner table long after dinner was done.  As we became 
adults, the tradition grew stronger.  As family mem-
bers were married and had children, more people 
gathered around the table, and smaller tables were 
set up in other rooms for people to cluster around.  
Our conversations ran the gamut from paint to poli-
tics. Some of the conversations were deeply per-
sonal, some highly intellectual, some less than help-
ful, some painful, some emotionally charged, some 
lighter than Gertie Drews’  meringue.  Around that 
table, we learned who we were. We grew in personal 

strength.  We were empow-
ered to walk back out into 
the world from which we 
had come.  There were cer-
tainly deep cracks in this 
system but it was part of our 
family’s system for growing 
competent adults and for the 
most part, it worked. 
 
In small congregations, the 
membership is small enough 
to function as that kind of 
seedbed of discipleship.  As 
congregations grow larger, 
small ministry teams take on 
that role.  As congregations 
grow even larger, they must 

become intentional in providing an environment 
where Christians can gather around a table of faith, 
learn what it means to be a child of God, share their 
deepest concerns and joys with their brothers and 
sisters in the faith, and be strengthened to carry the 
good news of Jesus out into the world.  Healthy 
seedbed tables know how to invite others to the table 
and know how to build new tables where the process 
can continue.  It’s all about discipleship.  It’s all 
about growing in faith.  It’ s all about preparing our-
selves to reach out into God’s world with the story of 
God’s faith. 
 

From the Pastor... 

                                                                                                                                                                                                            

I want to join Pastor Mark in inviting you to an ex-
perience called Planting Seeds of Faith: Making  
Disciples. Here’s the schedule: 
 
Wednesday, Apr il 29—Conversation I  
St. Michael’s Hall, 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Dinner provided (free-will offering received to de-
fray expenses) 
Thursday, Apr il 30—Conversation I I  
St. Michael’s Hall, 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. 
Dessert provided 
 
Saturday, May 2—Conversation I I I   
St. Michael’s Hall, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Lunch provided (free-will offering received to defray 
expenses) 
 
The guiding question in all the conversations will be 
“ How do we become disciples with the purpose of 
discipling others?”   I hope you will join us for one or 
more of these conversations.  I believe they are vital 
to the future of our congregation.  We are quickly 
growing in participation.  We must be intentional 
about growing in depth at the same time.  Come and 
gather around the table with me.  I believe that you 
will experience something there that will be the start 
of something important for our congregation and for 
your personal life. 
 
Your partner at the table, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s all about 

discipleship.  It’s 

all about growing 

in faith.  It’s all 

about preparing 

ourselves to 

reach out into 

God’s world with 

the story of 

God’s faith. 
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Faith’s Mission Statement 
 

A family of FAITH in Christ,  
called to proclaim the FAITH,  

grow in FAITH, and live the FAITH. 

Worship Schedule 

News deadline for the June/July issue is May 12, 2009  

Stephen Ministry 
Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep."  

John 21:16b 
  

Stephen Ministry Leader:  
Diane Penningroth 402-7704 

 

Evangelic a l Lutheran Churc h in Americ a 
God ’s work. Our hands. 

May 2009 
 
May 2  5:00 p.m. Spirit of Faith  
May 3  8:45 a.m. Traditions of Faith 
  10:00 a.m. Traditions of Faith 
  11:15 a.m.  Faith Today 
 
May 9  5:00 p.m. Spirit of Faith  
May 10  8:45 a.m. Traditions of Faith 
  10:00 a.m. Traditions of Faith 
  11:15 a.m. Faith Today  
 
May 16  5:00 p.m. Spirit of Faith  
May 17  8:45 a.m. Traditions of Faith 
  10:00 a.m. Traditions of Faith  
  11:15 a.m. Faith Today  
 
Summer Worship Schedule Begins: 
May 23  5:00 p.m. Spirit of Faith  
May 24  8:45 a.m. Sandals Service 
  10:00 a.m. Sandals Service 
   
May 30  5:00 p.m. Spirit of Faith  
May 31  8:45 a.m. Sandals Service 
  10:00 a.m. Sandals Service 
  


